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Server
Changed in
Effort to
Improve
Printing

A Super Place to Watch

LIZ MILLER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

For those who have been having
problems printing using the China
server, troubles should be coming to
an end. Ladd Library Help Desk Ser¬
vices is working hard switching print¬
ers on campus over from the China
server to the new Canton server.
As of this past weekend, all of the
Windows labs have been changed to
the new server. The Mac labs are still
in the process of conversion. Lee Desiderio, Manager of Help Desk Ser¬
vices, said on Friday that he felt safe
in saying that all switches should be
completed by Monday.
The China server had two purpos¬
es: printing and file storage. However,
the problems in the server were mak¬
ing it difficult to access and save files,
and Help Desk Services has been ex¬
periencing printing issues for over a
month. Configurations were changed
and printers weren’t printing; they
were slowing down or stalling.
Following Jan. 17, Help Desk Ser¬
vices added a Microsoft patch to the
server in hopes of seeing improve¬
ments in the system. However, at some
point after the patch, they were seeing
as many as seven or eight reboots in
one day. The rebooting does not acSee PRINTERS, page 2
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Three stories of students took advantage of the new flat-screen TVs and watched Super Bowl XLII at 280 College St.
Sunday night. The range of emotions on display, from the ecstatic raised arms on the third floor to the somber crossed
arms on the second, shows that not everyone was rooting for the heavily-favored Patriots. The Giants fans had the last
cheer: their underdogs triumphed, 17-14.

Students’ Socioeconomic Status and
Institutional Assertiveness at Bates
STAFF WRITER

Senior Jason Buxbaum, a double¬
major in sociology and politics, first
became interested in the relationship
between a person’s childhood circum¬
stances and his or her assertiveness in
adulthood when he took Emily Kane’s
sociology class, “Privilege, Power, and
Inequality,” during his sophomore
year. In the class, Kane discussed her
research relating socioeconomic class,
parenting styles and offspring asser¬
tiveness. Kane found that parents in
families of lower socioeconomic sta¬
tus tended to have a parenting style
of “accomplished natural growth,” al¬
lowing their children to learn from ex¬
perience and intervening only when
necessary. In families of higher so¬
cioeconomic status, however, Kane
found that parents tended toward a
“concerted cultivating” style and were
more likely to consciously mold and
shape their child’s behavior. Buxbaum
found Kane’s theories interesting but
wondered if the trends she observed
in a small, qualitative study would
stand up to a large-scale quantitative
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evaluation. He decided to test Kane’s
theories by surveying as many Bates
students as possible. Buxbaum’s the¬
sis compared students’ assertiveness
to their socioeconomic status and their
parents’ methods of child-raising.
Buxbaum based his evaluation
of socioeconomic status on the 2006
General Social Survey, a nationwide bi¬
annual survey of various demographic
information that is, as Buxbaum put
it, “the gold standard” of sociological
surveys. The survey asked students to
evaluate their personal family income
(relative to others’), social class desig¬
nation and overall “social rank.” After
subjectively evaluating their families’
demographic status, Buxbaum en¬
tered students’ home addresses into a
nationwide marketing database called
PRIZM. PRIZM contains demographic
ratings of almost all American streets
and neighborhoods. Information from
the PRIZM database was compared to
survey information to ensure that stu¬
dents’ subjective evaluations of their
social and economic statuses were
reasonable.
To evaluate students’ assertiveness,
Buxbaum tried to touch upon the sev¬
eral “dimensions of assertiveness”

INSIDE
Decoding the Presidental Election Process
Mariam Aiam ’10 unravels all the mysteries of caucuses,

described by Arridell et al. (1988).
These dimensions include “display of
negative feelings,” “expression of and
dealing with personal limitations,” ini¬
tiating assertiveness” and “expression
of positive feelings.” Buxbaum asked
students how they would respond to
various scenarios that required them
to show assertiveness in the presence
of an authority figure, such as, “If you
had never met President Hansen be¬
fore, how awkward would you feel in¬
troducing yourself to her?” Buxbaum
also asked students to ascertain their
general response to authority figures
by evaluating the truth of statements
such as, “I tend to take matters into my
own hands to get what I deserve.”
To evaluate the parenting styles
under which students were raised,
Buxbaum asked them to evaluate the
validity of statements such as, “When I
was a child, my parents were interest¬
ed in what I had to say when it came
to making family decisions,” or, “My
parents let me grow up on my own.”
Based on their answers to the de¬
mographic survey, Bauxbum divided
participants into two groups: “low
socioeconomic status” and “middle
to high socioeconomic status.” He

scored other survey questions on a
scale of one through five. Among the
study’s 657 participants, Buxbaum
found a significant agreement among
socioeconomic status, parenting styles
and assertiveness that reflected Kane’s
theories. Participants from the “mid¬
dle to high socioeconomic status”
group were more likely to have highly
interactive parenting styles and higher
assertiveness levels than were partici¬
pants from “low socioeconomic status”
group.
What advice can a successful thesiscompleter offer his peers? Buxbaum
noted the importance of choosing a
supportive advisor. He admitted that
at times he became “overwhelmed by
trying to keep all his data straight,” but
said that Kane was extremely helpful
in these situations. Additionally, Bux¬
baum noted that he sent his survey
out very early in the semester to try
to “beat the rush” and received ample
usable responses. Buxbaum’s inspira¬
tion, conscientious planning and de¬
termination helped him contribute to
Kane’s interesting findings about how
childhood circumstances impact a per¬
son’s assertiveness later in life.

In Feb. 2007, President Elaine Tut¬
tle Hansen signed the American Col¬
lege and University Presidents Climate
Commitment, vowing to work toward
making Bates a climate neutral cam¬
pus. Bates was one of the first of 483
institutions that to date have signed
the pledge. Since pledging, Bates has
undertaken a number of steps toward
achieving this goal.
A climate neutral campus is one
that has negated their generation of
greenhouse gases by reducing all
emissions as low as possible and then
by using carbon offsets to mitigate the
remaining emissions, thus resulting in
no net gain of emissions into the at¬
mosphere.
The American College and Univer¬
sity Presidents Climate Commitment
involves a number of sequential steps
that colleges and universities need to
take toward becoming carbon neutral.
Colleges must create a developed ac¬
tion plan for becoming carbon neutral
as soon as possible by completing a
greenhouse gases emissions inven¬
tory and designing a schedule with
interim milestones and a target date
of when they plan on being entirely
carbon neutral.
After signing the pledge, schools
must undertake some immediate
steps toward reducing emissions in
the short run. They also must pledge
to incorporate sustainability into the
educational experience by adding it
to their curriculum. As part of the
pledge, colleges must make the emis¬
sion inventory, reduction schedule
and progress reports publicly avail¬
able and accessible.
Since signing the pledge, Bates has
taken several of the required steps to¬
ward neutrality. Bates fulfilled the im¬
mediate reduction goals by purchasing
100 percent renewable electricity and
by instituting the LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design)
Silver equivalent building standard in
all new constructions.
LEED is a rating system that
evaluates how “green” a building is
by assessing its sustainability, water
efficiency, energy and atmosphere,
materials and resources, indoor en¬
vironmental quality and innovation
and design process. The building is
ranked based on its fulfillment of a
checklist of suggested features that
make the building greener.
Silver,
which Bates hopes to achieve, is the
middle ranking with both gold and
platinum being superior.
In the summer of 2007, Bates
completed its greenhouse gas emis¬
sions inventory, quantifying the efSee CARBON NEUTRALITY, page 2
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In the midst of the winter storm
this past Friday, Professor Margaret
Maurer-Fazio was inaugurated into the
newly-established Betty Doran Stangle
Professorship in Applied Economics.
Maurer-Fazio delivered an engaging
lecture entitled, “China: A Journey of
Teaching and Scholarship” this past
Friday in Chase Hall Lounge.
President Elaine Tuttle Hansen
began the evening with a welcoming
speech in which she stressed the im¬
portance of altruism in the evolution
of the College, as well as the signifi¬
cant impact of a creative and dedicat¬
ed teacher on the Bates community.
Jill N. Reich, Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Dean of the Fac¬

ulty, also offered insight into MaurerFazio’s work.
Bruce E. Stangle ’70 spoke on the
Professorship that he and his wife,
Emily Siegel Stangle ’72, established
in honor of Betty Doran Stangle. Mr.
Stangle’s mother, an Irish immigrant,
fostered an important set of philan¬
thropic values and goals which the
Stangles believe Professor MaurerFazio exemplifies.
Maurer-Fazio joined the Bates fac¬
ulty in 1994. She earned an honors
baccalaureate and a master’s degree in
economics at the University of Western
Ontario before obtaining her Ph.D. in
economics at the University of Pitts¬
burgh. She also holds an advanced
certificate in Asian studies from the
the Inter-university Program for Chi¬
nese Language in Taipei.

With her colleagues Shuhui Yang,
Professor of Chinese and James
Hughes, Professor of Economics, Mau¬
rer-Fazio has taken Bates students to
China on numerous study abroad pro¬
grams. She strives to break through
students’ preconceptions of China and
provide them with firsthand experi¬
ence.
In her lecture, she raised many
questions on Chinese labor markets,
especially those for women and ethnic
minorities. Maurer-Fazio briefly intro¬
duced some of the different empirical
techniques and data that are used in
answering these questions.
However, a simple message left on
each of her syllabi best captures the
breadth of Maurer-Fazio’s inspiring
career: “observe to learn, and learn to
observe.”
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Senior Gift Will
Go to Bates Fund
Q&A with the Senior Gift CoChairs, Alie Leib ’08 and Graham
Proud ’08.
What is the Senior Gift?

As the Class of 2008 prepares to
don gowns and find our places in the
world, the senior gift provides a first
opportunity to help support the insti¬
tution that has given us so much.
Haven’t we already paid enough
for all that?

Actually, the $46,800 we paid in
tuition this year is only about 75 per¬
cent of the cost of the services we
receive. This year, it will cost Bates
about $60,354 per student to operate.
Therefore, even if you didn’t realize
you are on financial aid, Bates is ac¬
tually subsidizing your education by
over $13,500. So, if you decide to give,
say, $25 to the senior gift, you are ac¬
tually only paying back .05 percent of
the amount Bates alumni have paid for
you to graduate from Bates - and that
is if you have received $0 of financial
aid! It will soon be our responsibil¬
ity as alumni to ensure that Bates can
continue to provide the services we
enjoyed: only through the generosity
of its alumni can Bates remain among
the best colleges in the world.
So what are we actually going to
give?

This is an important transitional

Canton Server
Should Fix
Glitches in
Printing

Where's the Bates Pride!
CBB Alumni Giving Rates

year for the senior gift. In
order for our gift to have the
greatest possible positive im¬
pact, we will give directly to
The Bates Fund. The College
uses this fund to pay for fi¬
nancial aid, cover the addi¬
tional costs of green energy
and provide students with
the athletic, lab and theater
equipment we use every day.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Why the change?

There are two primary rea¬
Courtesy of the Senior Gift Committee
sons for this shift: (1) Getting
In terms of alumni giving, Bates lags behind its peers.
roughly 450 people to agree
is difficult, and past classes
this low giving and that low endow¬ to give, and one of the best is com¬
have failed to rally behind a
single idea leaving many people dis¬ ment we whine about? Where’s the ing soon. The Senior Gift Kickoff is a
cocktail party on Wednesday, Feb. 13
appointed when a gift was ultimately Bates pride?
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Chase Hall.
chosen. This divide made fundraising
Beer and wine will be served and
difficult and prevented classes from What about something more per¬
students will have the opportunity to
raising the money they needed. Un¬ sonal, something that will forever
be
recognized
as
a
gift
of
the
learn more about the gift and contrib¬
fortunately, this also leaves whatever
ute. You can give using cash, checks
was raised unused and in limbo until class of 2008?
We would like that too. On the or credit cards. A generous alumnus
the required amount is reached (the
class of 2004 is still trying to raise the other hand, we are willing to forego and an alumni organization have both
funds they need for a Bobcat statue). the “Class of 2008 Arch of Academic promised to match seniors’ gifts above
(2) Young alumni giving at Bates is Triumph” in order to give the Col¬ $25. Therefore, gifts of $25 or more
shamefully poor. It’s not that anyone lege what it really needs. What we triple: $25 to $75, $50 to $150, etc. Re¬
expects us to give tons of cash, it’s that would like to do to personalize the member, giving back $25 is only .05
very few of us give at all! Last year, 40 gift is publicly recognize each class’s percent of the subsidy Bates alumni
percent of Bates alumni contributed to contribution. How this will be accom¬ have given you over your four years
here. Our alumni match also includes
the Bates Fund whereas 50 percent of plished is still being discussed.
participation rewards, so even if you
Colby alumni and 60 percent of Bowcan’t afford $25 please give what you
doin alumni gave. Don’t we under¬ How should I give?
There will be several opportunities can!
stand the direct connection between

Chess Club Hosts First Tournament
REGINA TAVANI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Last Saturday, the Chess Club host¬
ed the first-ever Bates Chess Tourna¬
ment. The tournament, which lasted
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., allowed for
internationally-renowned players and
amateurs alike to test their skills, en¬
gage in competition and simply have
some fun battling their wits and strat¬
egies.
Forty-four players from the Bates
community, the public and from a va¬
riety of states competed in the tour¬
nament, which was divided into four

rounds. Students were allowed to play
free of charge, although registration
with the United States Chess Federa¬
tion was required prior to competi¬
tion.
The tournament also featured a num¬
ber of internationally-renowned chess
players, four of them “experts” and one
a “master.” These included Maine Chess
Association President Philip Lowell, last
year’s Maine chess player of the year,
Bates’ own Elliot Moskow TO and his
father, Eric Moskow, the one master at¬
tending the tournament. Eight students
and a number of professors competed
in the event as well.

English Professor Steven Dillon
won the tournament, with Eric Moskow
taking second place. Elliot Moskow
placed seventh in the reserved sec¬
tion. Moskow, who only began playing
chess competitively last year, has ad¬
ditionally won two large tournaments
in Florida and also played well in an
international tournament.
The event was hosted by the Col¬
lege’s Chess Club, which, in the words
of Moskow, one of the club’s officers,
“has really taken off this year." Consist¬
ing of approximately 15 students, the
dub meets twice a week: Fridays at
4:30 p.m. and Sundays at 3:30 p.m. in

Seeking Carbon Neutrality
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fects of heating, electricity, faculty and
staff commuting, the college vehicle
fleet and campus waste. This report
showed that between 1990 and 2005,
the amount of greenhouse gas Bates
produced progressively increased
from around 11,000 metric tons of car¬
bon dioxide equivalents (MTCDE) to
over 16,000 MTCDE. However, when
Bates switched to renewable electric¬
ity in 2006 it reduced the emissions
by 5,000 MTCDE. This means that the
College’s current emissions are less
than they were in 1990.
Currently, the vast majority of the
greenhouse gas emissions Bates pro¬
duces come from heating, account¬
ing for 76 percent. The next biggest
source of emissions is from faculty
and staff commuting, which accounts
for 13 percent. Electricity now only
accounts for two percent of the overall
emissions.
This past fall, the College created
the Committee on Environment Re¬
sponsibility, which is responsible for
designing an action plan and schedule
for achieving carbon neutrality. The
committee is comprised of faculty,
staff and students and is chaired by
Professor John Smedley.
The committee is supposed to cre¬

ate a developed action plan by Sept.
2009 that will specify exactly when
and how Bates plans on achieving car¬
bon neutrality. The committee will do
this by breaking down the greenhouse
gas emissions by source and trying to
figure out how each element can be
reduced and by suggesting climate
neutral alternatives. The action plan
will break down the best ways to re¬
duce emissions from energy, transpor¬
tation and waste. It will also suggest
ways that Bates can offset the effects
of emissions that we cannot mitigate.
The reasoning behind Bates pledg¬
ing to be climate neutral and behind
the Presidents Climate Commitment is
that, “Colleges and universities must
exercise leadership in their communi¬
ties and throughout society by mod¬
eling ways to eliminate global warm¬
ing emissions and by providing the
knowledge and the educated gradu¬
ates to achieve climate neutrality”
(www.presidentsclimatecommitment.
org).
Bates’ Committee on Environment
Responsibility will be having open
meetings in the coming months to get
suggestions, opinions and insights on
the best ways for Bates to become cli¬
mate neutral and what timeframe goals
the College should set for achieving
neutrality.

Flawless Hair Studio
265 Pine Street, Lewiston (207) 316-3004
MONDAYS

$20 Women's Cuts
WEDNESDAYS

$10 Men's Cuts
Walk-ins Welcome -10 minute walk from Bates

Chase Hall’s Hirasawa Lounge. Around
six to 10 players attend each session.
“This is one of the first years, at
least that I know of, where the club
has really been consistent and com¬
petitive,” said Moskow. Along with
Moscow, Nyan Aung ’09 and Guang
Liu TO officiate the club.
The club plans to host tournaments
on a semi-annual basis and may pos¬
sibly hold one this coming May. The
club was also asked to teach chess to
local teens at the Auburn library.
“For a first tournament at Bates,”
said Moskow, “I would say it was a tre¬
mendous success!”

College Drinking Stats Revealed
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Some consequences of chronic al¬
cohol abuse, like heart and liver dam¬
age, are well-known. Others, like the
development of “man breasts,” are less
widely understood. When Psychologist
Wendy Case came to Bates last Wednes¬
day night, the goal of her talk was to
distinguish some of these realities from
common myths that circulate in discus¬
sions of college drinking and general
alcohol abuse.
The facts and statistics she shared
were college-specific, and she did not
speak at length about how college
drinking translates to life after gradua¬
tion as the talk’s Announce e-mails and
blurbs in the Bates Daily advertised.
Many of the college-specific facts
seemed to surprise the audience. For
example, 60 percent of college wom¬
en with an STD or STI reported being
drunk when they were infected. Also,
one in every three college students’ be¬
havior technically qualifies as alcohol
abuse, and one of every 17 students’
behavior qualifies as alcohol depen¬
dence. According to Case’s figures, one
in 10 drinkers becomes an alcoholic.
She spoke briefly on the process of
blacking out, which she preferred to
call, “chemically-induced memory loss.”

Most in the audience seemed surprised
to learn that cognitive impairment stem¬
ming from a night of heavy drinking
can last as long as 30 days.
Later, she addressed myths rang¬
ing from hangover cures to methods of
slowing down (or speeding up) intoxi¬
cation. For the record: only time and
water will truly cure a hangover, and
the quantity one drinks determines his
or her drunkenness, not whether the
person sticks to one type of alcohol
throughout the night.
Also, women have more difficulty
processing alcohol due to their in¬
creased body fat levels in comparison
to men, and being on the birth control
pill can decrease a woman’s ability to
process alcohol.
Case’s talk also addressed non¬
health issues. She quizzed the audience
on the details of Maine’s alcohol laws
and most were surprised by its strict
policies. For instance, an individual can
receive a $500 fine for serving even
non-alcoholic beer to minors. Also, a
single drunk driving violation can total
up to $7,000 in fines.
Case urged the audience to contact
her with any questions or concerns
about college drinking and myths about
the drinker’s transition to life after grad¬
uation. She can be reached at casewnadia@hotmail.com.
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413 Main Street, Lewiston 777-SHOP

Catering & desserts to go. Breakfast served all day, every dayl

Lunches 8i Dinners
Chicken fingers
Meatloaf
Hot chicken sandwich
Shepard's pie
Chicken Parm Sub
Meatball Parm Sub
...Plus lots more!

2pm - Close
Buy 1 item, get a 2nd item half off*

NEW! Evening Hours
Thursdays 7am - 7pm
Fridays and Saturdays 7am - 8pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday 7am - 2pm

*2nd item must be of equal or lesser value. Discount valid for Bates students only. Expires 02/29/2008.
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count for a sustainable environment,
and everyone suffers when the server
shuts down.
Serving all students and faculty,
“China is something people go to ev¬
eryday; part of [their] daily routine,”
said Desiderio.
China will still exist for file saving.
However, the new Canton server has
been put in place to take over print¬
ing. The server was named for a small
town in Maine, home to Dennison
Paper Manufacturing Company. Help
Desk Services was looking for a paper
mill town, since the main component
in printing is paper. Located 25 miles
from the L/A area, Canton seemed like
the perfect town to produce a short,
easy name for the server.
The new server has allowed for
printers to be distinguished more eas¬
ily. It uses a naming convention that
has banner-building codes followed
by the physical room number. A list of
the public and departmental network
printers from China to Canton is avail¬
able online.
“We tried to simplify the process
and rename them something that had
meaning behind it,” said Desiderio of
the new naming system.
Ladd Library is the only exception
to this new naming system. Desiderio
believed that “creating generalized
names could allow us to move them
anywhere on the floor.”
The printers are now named LaddFirst-A, Ladd-First-B and Ladd-First-C,
replacing Ladd Ref 1, Ladd Ref 2 and
Ladd Helpdesk, respectively.
E-mails were sent out to students
to assist them in switching their com¬
puters over to the new server. Help
Desk Services recommends that if
students experience problems with
the switch, they should contact the
Help Desk. The process, especially for
Macs, can be tricky.
Desiderio talked about the special
connection that Help Desk Services
has with students. It is not unusual
to have students help out with this
process; rather, it is the typical pro¬
tocol. Students, staff and Help Desk
Services are often amalgamating their
responsibilities. “We work closely to¬
gether, collaboratively; the lines are
very faint,” said Desiderio.
Desiderio admitted that Help Desk
Services might continue to receive calls
from students experiencing problems
switching over printers for months.
However, his advice to students is not
to wait too long to make the switch.
“If it’s thesis time, and you’re trying to
print and switch over your computer,
you will probably panic and not be
able to print,” explained Desiderio.

Suitter
Takes Office
MATT MARIENTHAL
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Monday night’s BCSG
meeting
commenced
with cake, ice cream and
a rQund of applause to
celebrate seniors’ Bill
Jack and Kristopher Jonsson ’s devotion to Bates College Stu¬
dent Government over the last two
years. Paul Suitter ’09 and Kimal Mc¬
Carthy ’09 assumed their new roles as
President and VP of Student Commit¬
tees.
The College Lecture Committee
spoke of their goal to bring a present
or former Supreme Court Justice to
Bates. The Committee’s main concern
was their minimal budget in relation to
lecturers’ rising costs.
The Educational Committee re¬
ported that Short Term grades may be
calculated into students’ GPAs for the
class of 2012 in order to increase pro¬
ductivity and decrease partying. Profes¬
sor evaluations are being considered as
a means of balancing the policy.
Matej Kenda ’09 was elected as the
new RA chair. The BCSG also voted to
change the meeting time to 7 p.m. as
opposed to the regular 7:30 p.m. Suit¬
ter ended the meeting by stressing the
importance of tangible goals. One of
his objectives is to make course evalu¬
ations available to students, something
he believes would help students choose
jheir^chedules^^^^^^^^^^^
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Grad School Woes
JOHN MILEY
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

I tend to worry
about things. As a senior,
I worry most about my
future career. It’s sort of
funny how the future is never really any¬
thing but a word. After all, you can only
live in the moment. But you can shape
your future through what you do here
and now. That’s
what I tried to
_
do by apply¬
ing to graduate
school.
It’s no sur¬
prise that ap¬
plying to grad
school freaked
me out and up¬
ended my whole
being. Yes, I took
the step of applying to five graduate schools for next
year. My thinking was the possibilities
were too much to pass up: a chance to
narrow down and focus my career path,
a chance to make job connections, a
chance to meet new people in a new
city and a chance to explore new op¬
portunities. On paper, applying to grad¬
uate school is really fun. Unfortunately,
the applications were mostly electronic,
so that paper-fun was non-existent.
I’ve gone through the process and
have some advice for people who think
they want to apply. First of all, I applied
without being sure if I wanted to go,
but I did know that I wanted to apply.
Secondly, I found out that applying to
graduate schools kind of sucks. Even if
you do your best to stay on top of your
applications and finish everything early,
it is a process that can become long,
drawn-out and painful.
My first insider’s tip is that apply¬
ing to grad schools costs money. I’m
talking about hundreds of dollars. The
test-prep book for the Graduate Record
Examinations (GREs) cost $35. The test
for the GREs cost $140. Another thing to
remember - the GREs are the SATs on
steroids. The questions are convoluted,
the reading comprehension is dense
and especially uninteresting, and the
whole exam simply tries to ruin your
hopes of ever getting a higher degree.
Everything is on a computer. You have
to answer every question and can’t skip
a question. When you do the reading
comprehension, the passage you have
to read cannot be viewed all at once you have to scroll up and down to get
to read the whole thing. Since it’s on a
computer, you can’t underline anything
or take notes on the page.
Application fees for the schools I
applied to were $70 to $75. Sending
official GRE scores to each school cost
money, I believe it ended up costing
around $80. Requesting transcripts from
the University of Edinburgh, where I
studied abroad, cost around 20 pounds.
No one even knows how much that is
because it is in pounds! Finally, sending
applications by mail (because I waited
too long) ended up costing money.

As usual, my parents took the brunt
of the financial hit. It’s ironic that my
attempt to be more independent by fo¬
cusing on a career and applying to grad
school is only made possible by me be¬
ing even more financially dependent on
my parents. Will the irony ever end or
is life just a series of ironic twists and
turns? As long as I’m having fun while
figuring that answer out, everything
should be just dandy.
That’s one of the problems though:
filling out applications was not even
close to fun.
_
Don’t believe
the hype; it
is a tedious,
time-consum¬
ing,
mindnumbing
process. The
time I lost
working on
applications
will
never
be regained.
And no, I didn’t learn anything from
the process. I simply lost precious mo¬
ments of my life. I’m sure I missed out
on drinking lots of beer in the time I
wasted filling out applications. I could
have written a book about my life, al¬
beit a boring one (the ending would be
tedious, revolving around a boy filling
out applications).
During winter break, I remember
telling friends I couldn’t do things on
Friday nights because I had to write
essays and finish applications. I don’t
have many friends, so not hanging out
with the few of them is a big deal. Ap¬
plications pulled me away from what’s
important and immediate. Rather than
focus on the “now,” I was working to¬
wards a hypothetical future. “That’s life,”
says the man who has lived life. Well,
that’s true, but it certainly doesn’t make
it any easier.
I wasn’t on top of everything as
much as I could have been. I waited un¬
til the last days to send them in. But I
don’t think I completely ignored the ap¬
plications, either. So those of you who
are thinking about applying, make sure
you stay on top of everything. If you
feel especially motivated, finish things
early.
Now that I’m done with applica¬
tions, all I have to do is lay low and play
the waiting game. I don’t fear rejection.
If I don’t get in, they are the ones miss¬
ing out because I’m a “pretty awesome
person.” That’s a quote from one of my
personal statements. Another quote:
“I’m not sure if I’m qualified, but I defi¬
nitely won’t detract from your institu¬
tion.” I think they like it when you let
them know that you won’t bring them
down.
I guess the only question left is, was
it worth it? I don’t know, I’m indecisive,
but I’ll say, “sure.” At least I get to see if I
can get into these five schools. Hopeful¬
ly, I make the cut. Maybe I’ll even find
a career path that I never dreamed of. I
probably won’t get in, though, and then
people will tell me how not getting in
was a “blessing in disguise.” Hindsight
is a great thing - too bad you can only
have it after the fact.

“And no, I didn't learn

anything from the process.
I simply lost precious
moments of my life.”
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Conflict in Kenya: Another Darfur?
BLAISE LUCEY
’STAFF WRITER

In late December, elections were
held for the next president of Kenya.
When president Mwai Kibaki was an¬
nounced, there were riots. The New
York Times briefly details that the Luo
and Kalejin groups, who support Ribaki’s opponent, Raila Odinga, started tar¬
geting Kibaki’s ethnic group, Kikuyus,
and soon chaos ruled the streets. The
election itself was a mess and many
have claimed that it was rigged. While
Kibaki and Odinga have since met to
try and ease the tension, both claim to
have the popular vote.
This leaves Kenya in a very bad
position. Tens of thousands of Kikuyus
are fleeing to the Kenyan Highlands.
Kikuyu farmlands, shops and homes
have been torched to the ground and
any Kikuyu who stays behind is bru¬
tally murdered by groups of maraud¬
ing Kalenjin or Luo people. Meanwhile,
two members of the party that opposes
the current president were killed within
one week (NY Times).
When Somalia’s government dis¬
solved into endless civil war in 1991,
Kenya was the stable country to which
refugees fled. Next to Rwanda, Sudan
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are ignored. Recently, one of France’s
charity organizations withdrew 87 doc¬
tors from the country for just this rea¬
son (NY Times). Somalia is seeing more
bloodshed than Darfur, but there is no
semblance of any bigger push for orga¬
nized aid.
Kenya is a long way from turning
into a crisis on the scale of Darfur or
Somalia, but the potential is there. It’s
difficult to claim that we need to send
aid to Kenya when worse things are
happening just past its borders. The
solution to this crisis will have to be
internal, because it’s doubtful that re¬
lief workers are going to be torn from
Darfur so they can try and help flee¬
ing Kikuyus - there are not enough of
them for that luxury. The need in Dar¬
fur greatly exceeds the need in Kenya,
and that may be Kenya’s doom.
Odinga and Kibaki are going to have
to shed their egos and reach an accord.
Hopefully, they’ll be able to reach out
to their supporters and smooth things
out. But it may be too late for that. This
conflict may have already transcended
from a heavy political repercussion to
an all-out war. If something isn’t done
soon, it will be too late, and we’re
looking at another crisis that could get
worse and worse for years to come.

Making Sense of the Primaries
MARIAM ALAM
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

Many of us have
picked out a candi¬
date to support for
this year’s presidential election, or at
least narrowed it down to one or two.
We’ve heard news stations report the
results from New Hampshire and Iowa,
breathing a sigh of relief that our can¬
didate came out on top, or moaning
that all was lost because our candi¬
date failed to lock down those “crucial”
states. We have watched all the debates
and religiously checked the results from
each state’s primary. We’ve seen some
candidates look at their standings and
suddenly decide to drop out of the race.
But as party nominations draw closer,
how many of us actually understand
what has gone on in the past month of
election frenzy?
I will be the first to admit that back
in the days of Iowa and New Hamp¬
shire, I Wikipedia-ed caucus to find
out why so many people were freak¬
ing out about the injustice of Iowa hav¬
ing a caucus rather than a primary. And
what about these elusive delegates that
I heard one peer refer to as “the can¬
didates’ trading cards” the other day?
While many of us can still recite parts
of Schoolhouse Rock’s “I’m Just a Bill”
or can rattle off the electoral points that
each state has, we seem to have a fuzzy
idea of What actually happens in the
beginning stages of a presidential elec¬
tion.
Let’s start with those mysterious
caucuses. While a primary follows the
more typical method of privately cast¬
ing a ballot at the voting center for your
district, a caucus is more accurately
described as a small town meeting, in¬
cluding not only the vote, but also dis¬
cussion of local issues and candidate
support. Although Republican caucuses
usually entail voting by secret ballot,
Democratic caucuses follow a more
“liberal” protocol; attendees of Demo¬
cratic party caucuses cast their vote in
a more public fashion, with delegates
chosen based on a count of hands or
names on a sign-up sheet (ThisNation.
com). In Democratic caucuses, sup¬
porters of each candidate are often split
up into groups and rally their neighbors
to switch over to their camp. In order
to vote for a particular candidate, each
group must have a certain percentage

of caucus attendees.
This non-traditional method of elec¬
tion does not, however, immediately
determine which candidate from each
party will gain the support of the state
in which the caucus was held. Voters at
each caucus, of both parties, are actually
electing delegates, who go to one of the
state’s many county conventions, where
they select another delegate, who then
attends a district convention, where
delegates select, yes, more delegates,
who are then sent to state conventions.
The delegates at the state convention
eventually cast their votes for delegates
who attend the party’s national conven¬
tion. These delegates, who are arguably
quite removed from the “small town
meetings,” actually represent the state at
the national convention, voting for the
preferred candidate from their state.
While this system is typical of the
Democratic caucuses, the Republican
caucuses typically skip the district con¬
vention step, going right from the coun¬
ty conventions to the state convention.
Another difference between the nation’s
two major parties’ protocol lies in the
allocation of delegates. The winner of
a Republican primary takes all of that
state’s delegates. A Democratic candi¬
date’s delegates, on the other hand, are
proportional to the number of votes he
or she received (State.gov). The number
of delegates that each state sends to the
' party’s national convention is not based
on the Electoral College system or on
any federal law; rather, each party de¬
termines the number of delegates to as¬
sign to each state based on population,
the number of officials in office from
that state, and past party support (State,
gov).
In most cases, the delegates who go
to state and national conventions pledge
to vote for the candidate that they are
selected to vote for. But, party rules in
some states allow for unpledged dele¬
gates, who can change who they actual¬
ly vote for once they reach the conven¬
tion. Who gets to be a delegate is not a
reflection of a state’s vote. Party leaders
essentially choose who will cast votes
at each level of convention, leading to
historical concern about the potentially
corrupt nature of this caucus system,
consequent reforms and an increase in
the use of the primary system (State,
gov). Increased use of the primary sys¬
tem has also been a result of higher
voter turnout on average at primaries as
opposed to caucuses.
Another interesting issue to con¬
sider in this year’s election is the fate of

the delegates of candidates who have
dropped out of the race. Because Re¬
publican candidates win all or none of
the delegates from a particular state, a
Republican candidate dropping out of
the race only has an effect on the allo¬
cation of delegates if that candidate had
previously won an entire state. Demo¬
crats who drop out, however, often
have won a few delegates from a col¬
lection of states. What, for example, will
happen to the delegates that Edwards
abandoned in dropping out of the race
for the White House? These delegates
are free to shift their allegiance to an¬
other party candidate, although they
typically cast their vote for the candi¬
date who the party ends up nominating
(Slate.com). Currently both Obama and
Clinton are vying for Edwards’ endorse¬
ment, which will undoubtedly sway the
decision of his remaining delegates. Yet,
while Edwards has yet to declare which
candidate he will endorse, four of Ed¬
wards’ delegates have already switched
over to the Obama campaign (NYTimes.
com)
Clearly, with such a convoluted sys¬
tem of election, many issues arise re¬
garding the ethicality of party primaries
and caucuses. Many debate the appro¬
priateness of having the Iowa caucus
and New Hampshire primary so early
on in the election process, as these
events are said to set the tone for the
entire race and even, to some extent,
determine who will win the election.
Iowa and New Hampshire are clearly
not representative of the entire nation,
having predominantly white middleclass residents. For these people to have
a greater influence over the election
process than residents of other states is
arguably unfair. Others criticize the cau¬
cus system for the excessive influence it
gives to groups to sway the opinions of
others and the possibility of participants
voting based on a sort of mob mental¬
ity. The caucus system has historically
been criticized for possible corruption
on the part of party leaders, who are
often tied to residing political officials
and the incumbent politician. The over¬
representation of delegates whose can¬
didate drops out of the race should also
perhaps be taken into account.
But regardless of the possibly uneth¬
ical nature of this election system, it is
the system that we have. While election
reform may be an issue that needs to
be considered in the future, we live in a
basically democratic system, where our
vote does count and should be cast.

The Curse of the 3-Hour Seminar
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE

Sports

and Somalia, Kenya’s flourishing econ¬
omy and solid government is the hope
of the region and now that hope may
become dashed. Kenya has erupted
into an ethnic cleansing that may spi¬
ral into outright genocide. There is not
nearly enough coverage or awareness
of these very recent events and that
frightens me.
Not only could Kenya turn into
another human rights disaster, the
government seems to be melting into
corruption that could very well spawn
a dictatorship. While it’s very easy to
pump our fists in the air and say that
we should send aid to Kenya immedi¬
ately, we face the same crisis as always:
where do we send the aid? And how?
The horrendous catastrophe of Rwanda
in 1994 taught us to not ignore these
problems, but how do we fix them?
Do we send money to the president
so he can protect the Kikuyu people?
That would outrage the Luos and the
Kalejins, among others, and spark even
more violence. It’s irresponsible to
think that money will patch tensions
that have been dormant for countless
years.
Relief workers, already spread thin,
would be very hesitant to go into an
explosively violent area. In Somalia,
they are often killed, and their efforts

STAFF WRITER

The seminar is supposed to be a
fundamental part of the liberal arts
education. Students at Bates should
be thankful that we are able to take
classes with just 10 or 20 students.
We can spend an uninterrupted
three hours in instruction and dis¬
cussion, with one-to-one time with
the professor. So why is this crucial,
“beneficial” part of my academic ex¬
perience absolutely unbearable?

I wish to proclaim that the threehour seminar is a recipe for disaster.
For one thing, when was the last time
you did any one activity for three
hours? Nothing comes to mind? Oh video games? Exactly my point. For
me, elementary school marked the
end of the uninterrupted class day.
Since then, my classes have been 45
minutes, 55 minutes, or 90 minutes
at the longest. It is unnatural to have
to adjust to sitting in one classroom
for a whopping 180 minutes. Cruel
and unusual punishment, I say. And
no, I have no attention deficit issues.
I feel I represent the average level of

focus of a college student, and three
hours in a row is just impossible.
The fact that my class is in the
basement of Pettengill only adds to
the difficulty of staying involved. No
windows line the classroom to mark
the passage of time or reveal signs
of outside life. I feel completely cut
off from the world. For all I know,
nuclear holocaust could be going on
outside, but I would have no idea.
This dark, submerged atmosphere
only heightens my depression at
having to remain planted in one
See STRUGGLE, page 4
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Mustachioed Men on the Prowl
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On Feb. 2, there was a
party known as the Mustachio Bashio, and for a man
to be allowed in he needed
to have a mustache, plain
and simple (finally, Admissions has a good
answer for the prospective students who ask
what we do for fun all winter!). It would’ve
been relatively easy for most men on campus,
especially the upperclassmen, to produce a
mustache in, say, the week leading up the
party. We each could’ve grown a nice, thin
little ’stache, enjoyed the party without any
major discomfort (for us or those who had
to look at us), and lived happily ever after.
Unfortunately, somewhere back in De¬
cember one of my brilliant classmates
determined that nice, thin little ’staches simply wouldn’t do. So, in prepara¬
tion for the Bashio, it was decided
that the men of Bates should agree
not to shave for the entire month
of January. The logic behind such
a vow was that a month of prepa¬
ration would give us all the most
possible facial hair to work with
in sculpting our handle bars, mut¬
ton chops, chin straps, Fu Manchu’s, etc. Of course, it would
also serve as a great way for us
to prove our collective
manliness,
which
is always a prior¬
ity. In this spirit,
the first month of
2008 was renamed
Manuary, and on
New Year’s a great
number of Bates men, es¬
pecially seniors, laid their
razors down for a month¬
long vacation. In hindsight, I
guess we can officially sum up
this whole fiasco by simply saying
that it seemed like a good idea at
the time.
The biggest issue with Manu¬
ary was the simple fact that most
of the participants can’t grow le¬
gitimate beards. Actually, most
of the participants really can’t
grow much of anything. For ev¬
ery one of us who looked like Grizzly Adams
there were a half-dozen who looked like they
splashed water on their faces and hugged a
shedding golden retriever. It was, in a word,
heinous.
You see, a bunch of guys roaming campus
with beards actually isn’t all that bad - a wellsculpted and full beard can look really good.
It’s hard to stomach a bunch of guys roaming
campus with patchy wisps of hair spackled
to their cheeks, chins and necks, though for
the last month that’s exactly what Bates was
treated to. We looked like a pack of mangy
dogs. Some guys can’t grow a mustache, some
have bald spots on their cheeks, some have
bare patches on their chins or necks, but re¬
gardless of what type or where it occurred,
just about everybody had at least one part of
their face that looked truly disgusting. I con¬
sider this to have been the biggest problem
with Manuary because it had the most wide¬
spread effect: men, women and children all
over campus and the greater L/A community
were essentially tortured for the last month.
Many people stopped wearing their glasses
and contacts toward the end of the month,
choosing to endure stubbed toes and blown
stop signs rather than a clear visual of our
faces.
We really didn’t think it through all the way
in terms of our own comfort, either. Letting
your facial hair grow for a month is one of the

itchiest processes a man can experience - it’s
like having hairy chicken pox in one spot for
a month. I found myself reduced to wearing
only T-shirts and sweatshirts simply because
the top buttons on button-downs were getting
caught and pulling on my beard. This discom¬
fort, mostly felt on the neck, drove many of us
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fall
off
and
shave, or at least trim the neck, before the
end of the month. Of course, those individu¬
als will be remembered forever as traitorous
cowards, but that’s between each individual
and his man in the mirror.
A major frustration for me was all the ran¬
dom stuff getting stuck in my beard. Early on
it was mostly just liquids; my beard retained
water like a sponge and I brought about a liter
out of the shower with me every day. When I
went out in the snow, flakes got caught in it
and melted there. As the month rolled on 1
slowly began catching solids, too. It started
with small things like a crumb at Commons or
a fuzz ball from a sweater. As the month wore
on I found myself compulsively checking mir¬
rors to see if any dry leaves, tumble weeds
or small branches had gotten stuck in there.
Things reached their peak on the afternoon of
Jan. 28, though, when I woke up from a short
nap and found that Denis Hogan was stuck in
my beard.
Once Manuary finally came to its grisly
close, one would think that everything would
be solved because we could craft our master¬
piece mustaches and enjoy them. There had
been talk of great Civil War general mustaches,
waxed curls, sideburn-to-mustache links and
other hilarious possibilities. The results were
far less glorious than we’d hoped, though. In
the end, no one even looked that funny, just
dirty and creepy. As for my own personal cre¬

ation, which I was flattered to hear from one
party-attendee ranked “at least in the top five,”
was a little something I’d like to trademark as
“The Saber-Toothed Tiger.” I had a standard
mustache, with two thick handlebars coming
straight down my chin and all the way down
my neck (incorporating my diesel neck-beard
was a must), and everything else was clean
shaven. Revolting, right? That was the idea.
Anyway, I thought I looked sort of like a
biker or maybe the bassist for some ob¬
scure metal band, but the consensus
from my friends was something
more along the lines of, “someone
you w ouldn’tt hire as a babysit¬
ter.”
I wasn’t alone in being
labeled so unfairly. In the 24
hours leading up to the party,
during which most guys had
already created their mustach¬
es, I heard more “To Catch a
Predator” references than I’d
heard in my entire life prior.
There was even talk that Chris
Hansen had gotten wind of the
party and was going to show up
with a paddy wagon for a mass
sting. Walking around campus
that night, girls would cross the
street when they saw a mustachioed
guy coming their way. I was told that
our Safe Ride service was so overloaded
that they needed to rent a yellow school
bus to fulfill all the requests, and the Lewis¬
ton Police Department tripled their presence
in the Frye St. area. My point is that people
are really, really scared of mustaches these
days, and I think that raises a very interesting
question: at what point can I grow a mustache
without it being a complete joke?
We all know adults, maybe even our own
fathers or uncles, who currently sport mus¬
taches and, as far as I know, they aren’t doing
so in preparation for a Mustachio
Bashio with their work bud¬
dies. Sure, most mustaches did
meet their demise in the ’90s
along with Starter jackets and
Pogs, but some have stood the test
of time. More important than the
simple fact that some men still have
mustaches, though, is the fact that when I
run into one of them I usually don’t accuse
him of hanging around playgrounds or troll¬
ing neighborhoods with a van full of candy.
So, why is it that when I decided to treat the
girls I lived with in Cape Town with a surprise
mustache one day, they were so disturbed that
one of them almost cried? I thought I looked
like I belonged in a ’70s porn or on an ’80s
baseball card, yet they were convinced that I
belonged on a present-day Wanted poster.
I guess it’s a matter of age. If you see a col¬
lege kid with a mustache, you assume he’s off
to a theme or costume party of some kind or
another, but if it’s someone older you assume
that he must be serious. But what’s the ex¬
act age cut-off? This fall I’ll be out of college,
maybe even gainfully employed. So, if I show
up to my first day at the office with a mus¬
tache will they think, “Hmm, look at this dis¬
tinguished young businessman,” or am I going
to be fired on the spot? And will it get any
better in another five years? I doubt it. I have a
bunch of friends in the 27-year-old range, and
I can tell you for sure that if one of them tried
pulling off a mustache it wouldn’t fly.
So is the age 30? 35? There must be some
magical moment in a man’s life when sporting
a mustache becomes a legitimate option, but
it seems that that moment is coming later and
later for each generation. I’d say you won’t
see one of us take another shot at rocking a
mustache for a solid 25 years. Based on how
badly some ladies on campus were scarred by
the Manuary experiment, though, 2033 may
actually be too soon.
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29,000,000
Amount, in dollars, that “Hannah
Montana & Miley Cyrus: Best of Both
Worlds Concert,” took in at the box of¬
fice, setting a record for a Super Bowl
weekend. The 3-D film chronicles the
recent tour of Miley Cyrus. The 15-yearold actress portrays her Disney charac¬
ter, Hannah Montana, on the tour. The
box office debut was boosted even fur¬
ther by increased price of tickets for the
3-D format, running as high as $15.
92
Age, in years, of a blind golfer who
shot a hole-in-one in Florida. Leo Fiyalko shot the ace on a 110-yard par-3.
Fiyalko began suffering macular degen¬
eration 10 years ago and is now legally
blind.
3,100,000,000,000
Amount, in dollars, of the budget
that President Bush proposed to Con¬
gress on Monday. This is the first time
the budget has topped $3 trillion in a
12-month period.
97,500,000
Number of viewers who tuned in
to watch the Super Bowl this Sunday,
making it the most-watched Super Bowl
ever. The previous record was set when
the Dallas Cowboys faced the Pittsburgh
Steelers in the 1996 Super Bowl, which
attracted 94,080,000 viewers. The mostwatched television broadcast ever is
still the 1983 series-finale of M*A*S*H,
which attracted 106 million viewers.
1,000,000,000
Amount, in dollars, that an expected
new deal for FBI surveillance is sup¬
posed to cost. Reports indicated that
the FBI wants to create a huge data¬
base with personal characteristics, with
things on record such as palm-prints,
optical eye scans and facial features.
The FBI believes that having a data¬
base with biometric characteristics will
thwart terrorists and help identify crim¬
inals. Privacy experts are critical of the
planned surveillance. The FBI currently
has 55 million sets of fingerprints on
file.
1,300,000
Number of people projected to vote
in the Massachusetts primaries, say
election officials. About 700,000 people
voted in the 2004 presidential prima¬
ries. There are around 4 million eligible
voters in Massachusetts.

sources: cnn.com,
espn.com, boston.com
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The Struggle to Stay Awake in Class
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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They lost

i

(Stunned silence).

Recyclemania! begins

t

Any event that
comes with a built-in
exclamation point is
obviously awesome.

Webmail decides
some e-mails aren't
worth delivering

Sadly, this filter
isn't available for
regrettable late-night
texts.

Campus inundated
with mustaches over
the weekend

Provided some
laughs, but chicks do
NOT dig them.

spot for three hours.
Even if the professor were lecturing on the
most exciting thing in the world, maybe even
jumping on desks and throwing writing imple¬
ments across the room, and I desperately want¬
ed to pay attention, it would only be a matter
of time before severe fatigue overtook me. I
have not yet made it through an entire class
session without dozing off. Sure, the amount
of time for which I can fight off sleep varies,
but it always gets me in the end. One day in
particular I was extremely well rested, and I
even took a preparatory nap before class. Still,
an hour-and-a-half into the class, my forehead
hit the table.
This leads to another issue - in a desper¬
ate attempt to stay awake, I often down a cup
or two of coffee during the beginning of class
in hopes of keeping my eyes open. This at¬
tempt is always futile, considering the insult¬
ingly low caffeine content of Commons coffee,
but I can hope. This plan also backfires, leav¬
ing my bladder close to bursting. Naturally, my
professor has expressed his dislike for disrup¬
tions, asking us to please wait and take our
bathroom trips during our mid-class break
(this break is never mid-class; it usually comes
with about 45 minutes left). So I am left both
exhausted and with an insane urge to pee. It’s
only a matter of time until something goes ter¬

ribly wrong. Alfred Hitchcock once said, “The
length of a film should be directly related to
the endurance of the human bladder.” There
is no reason why this should not also apply
to classes.
It is also impossible to properly prepare
for the once-a-week class. Yes, we have seven
days to accomplish the work due for the next
class, but having classes a week apart gives the
illusion that one has plenty of time. I would
never realistically be able to sit down the eve¬
ning or the day after my class and begin doing
the next class’s reading. But before I know it,
the next class is in a day or two, and I have
done nothing. As I have professed in an earlier
article, I am not a big fan of procrastination.
The seminar is just something I have yet to
figure out, and I believe it is far too irregular
to have class once a week.
Now that I appear to be the most un-aca¬
demic of individuals, I still think that I share
the average sentiment of students. We are
all overly tired, we don’t always manage our
time properly and we have attention spans
that leave much to be desired. Therefore, the
weekly-seminar is arguably the worst class op¬
tion available. Unfortunately, many of them
are required courses, so I have no choice but
to continue chugging caffeine and daydream¬
ing about what is occurring outside my class¬
room’s walls.
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No Strings
Attached
SMILEY WODD
SEX COLUMNIST

Apparent¬
ly, there’s an
age-old
say¬
ing that goes
something
along the lines
of, “friends are
friends,
pals
are pals, but
buddies sleep
together.” This
is a saying most likely never to be
found amongst the esteemed, heartwrenching and tear-jerking adages
on friendship featured in Hallmark
greeting cards, yet it seems to fully
characterize many “friendships” in
college. At Bates, we translate the
pseudo-relationship that the above
saying is attempting to snidely de¬
scribe into a slew of two-word eu¬
phemisms, from “booty call” to
“f*ck buddy,” and more respectably,
“friends with benefits.”
Admittedly, most of us have had a
relationship somewhere along those
lines with a friend, acquaintance, or
heck, a next-door neighbor in your
dorm. At the time, it seemed like a
better alternative to yet another late
night with your hand and favorite
porno. Whoever it may be with and
whatever the two of you do behind
closed doors, a “friends with ben¬
efits” relationship is no more than a
relationship that supposedly entails
little emotional responsibilities and
minimal time investments. In short,
they are sexual, seemingly straight¬
forward and simple fixes to the le¬
thal combination of two ubiquitous
afflictions troubling college students
- loneliness and horniness. Bottom
line: sex with no commitment.
And why shouldn’t relationships
of this nature be straightforward
and simple? First and foremost, he
or she is your friend and you two
already share a degree of emotional
intimacy and openness. So, adding
sex to the relationship should be
both physically satisfying and con¬
venient, seeing as you’re “sealing
the deal” with someone you already
know, trust and generally enjoy be¬
ing around. Seemingly, it couldn’t
be better: sexual satisfaction with,
in the words of Justin and the other
’N Sync heartthrobs, “no strings at¬
tached.”
Oh contraire. The temporary fix
is anything but quick and simple
because the openness and connec¬
tion you once cherished with your
friend before you started hooking
up will never be quite the same.
Conversations regarding relation¬
ships will most likely occur, creating
newfound tension and discomfort
that throw your initial friendship
completely out of whack. So, before
you run off to bone the first “friend”
you run into on a Friday or Saturday
night, make sure to weigh out the
opportunity costs of each respective
situation.
For starters, a “friends with
benefits” relationship never seems
to remain just that: a relationship
solely for sex. Inevitably, one party
is bound to develop feelings that
make the premise of the “friends
with benefits” relationship impos¬
sible to maintain. Maybe the devel¬
opment of these feelings stems from
the hormone oxytocin, which per¬
petuates feelings of emotional con¬
nection, bonding and attachment
within both males and females dur¬
ing bodily contact as well as sexual
arousal and satisfaction. While oxy¬
tocin is released in both men and
women during a sexual orgasm, the
levels of oxytocin normally found in
men are significantly lower than the
levels of oxytocin found in women.
Only during and after a male sexual
orgasm are his levels of oxytocin on
par with the levels of oxytocin con¬
sistently found in women.
A true “Love Potion Number
Nine”? Perhaps. But what all this sci¬
entific terminology essentially boils
down to is that due to the increased
levels of oxytocin, feelings of emo¬
tional connection and bonding in
both men and women are height¬
ened right after climax. Sorry folks,
whether you like it or not, sex has
been chemically rigged as an act of
bonding since the days of cavemen.
Although all this scientific data
seems to suggest the use of caution
when navigating the “friends with
benefits” terrain, a social study of the
“friends with benefits” phenomenon

See BENEFITS, page 6

Sangai Asia Shows Diverse Asian Culture Present on Campus
SARAH DUNN
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

With a vibrant mixture of music,
dance, fashion and theatrics, Bates’
Sangai Asia sponsored the third annu¬
al “Asia Night” last Saturday. The pro¬
duction celebrated the rich diversity
within Asian culture that exists both
at Bates and beyond.
The night began with a welcoming
repast of dumplings and fortune cook¬
ies - satiating the bellies of audience
members before providing a feast for
their eyes and ears.

Hosting the event were Sangai Asia
members Linda Lam ’09 and Razin
Mustafiz ’09- Their introductions lent
the night a very casual feel, leaving it
up to the performers to impress.
The evening opened to the sweet,
soothing sounds of a traditional Indo¬
nesian piece entitled, “Banjar Mati,”
performed by the Bates Gamelan Or¬
chestra. A set of metallophones, iron
and brass gongs, the Gamelan radi¬
ated a golden glow, creating both a
visual and melodious aesthetic.
“Bharatnatyam,” a classical dance
form originating in Southern India,
was performed by Harita Dharaneeswaran TO and Abrithee Dhall ’ll.
The dance requires immense physical
control and bodily awareness, de¬
manding an increased focus on fa¬
cial expressions. A more penetrating
connection is built between the audi¬
ence and the dancers, as they express
themselves by utilizing movement of
their eyes, eyebrows and neck.
Reaching out to local Asian com¬
munities, “Asia Night” featured a per¬
formance by the India Association of
Maine Children’s Drama Troupe. Chil¬
dren aged six to 10 acted out the story
of “Rama’s Journey”; Rama’s wife Sita
is abducted by Ravan, the demon King
of Lanka, and later rescued. Circling
the stage while engaging in plastic
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Dancers strike a pose after the Bollywood finale at this year's Asia Night sponsored by Sangai Asia.

sword combat, the Troupe depicted
the victory of good over evil. The
children’s participation in Bates’ “Asia
Night” commanded a standing ova¬
tion, the profuse employment of the
word “adorable” and Mustaflz’s quips
regarding adoption.
Serving as more of a comic inter¬
lude than a real tribute to Asian cul¬
ture, Masid Cader ’ll and Alisa Ham¬
ilton ’ll performed a piece entitled
“Mr. Lover...lover.” Exhibiting both
Eastern and Western dance styles to
songs such as “Drop it like it’s hot” or
“Manibo number five,” the two left au¬
dience members in tears at the hilarity

A “Tough Guise” for Tough Guys
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Monday night marked the first
showing of the “Oh Baby, Baby?: How
the Media Teaches Us to be Men and
Women” film festival, presented at the
Benjamin Mays Center. Nervously, I
found myself one of only three males
at “Tough Guise: Violence, Media and
the Crisis in Masculinity,” the festival’s
kick-off documentary.
The film, hosted by the Bates
Feminist Action Coalition, Hardy Girls
Healthy Women and Maine Boys to
Men, tended to the issue of the media’s
effect on gender. Specifically, the film
addressed the negative influence the
media has on maturing boys. For ex¬
ample, the media has (in the past half
century, or so) suffered an unfortu¬
nate transformation through which the
hostile and aggressive representation
of men has become the popular and
strived-for image.
Violent, misogynistic images and
scenes from popular culture provided
a backdrop of irrefutable evidence for
the arguments posed by the narrator.
To supplement the graphics, the nar¬
rator proffered fairly brusque attitudes
towards the male population. Rather
than tip-toeing around the central prob¬
lem, as the narrator insists most people
do, he takes a direct and unrelenting
jab at males as being the primary cause
of violence.
The film argues that, due to the me¬
dia, men have the inclination to put on
a “tough guise,” a false facade meant
to emanate superiority. If even an en¬
tire handful of males had attended the

film, it is likely that at least a few would
have taken offense. Though, one would
probably notice subsequent feelings
of clarity and guilt - it was a patently
truthful observation of a present social
crisis. However bluntly the documenta¬
ry’s attitudes were conveyed, the narra¬
tor found abundant support on which
to base such attitudes.
It is unfortunate that almost the en¬
tire audience was female. How will the
problem of the male “tough guise” find
resolve when events like these attract
viewers that are almost entirely female?
The fact that the targeted audience
(men) shows no interest in realizing its
faults is an inherently defecting aspect
of such crises.
Following the showing, a brief sem¬
inar was conducted. At first, conversa¬
tion was rather stagnant as students sat
in silent reflection on the issue. In an
inevitable attempt to mitigate this quiet
tension, many female students found
the courage to identify with the issue
presented in the documentary and of¬
fer possible causes and solutions. Once
again, this was a relevant discussion
that would have been much more ben¬
eficial in the presence of males.
As one of only three males in at¬
tendance, I feel unusually fortunate to
have been placed in front of this criti¬
cal mirror. I took an open eye to the
film; the male gender’s forlorn superi¬
ority problems stared piercingly back.
Though I may not be part of the afore¬
mentioned population of overly ag¬
gressive, disguised males, I was given
an alternatively fresh angle at which to
view male nature as a function of the
media.

of their choreography and baffled by
the relevance of their performance.
To augment the cultural represen¬
tations, Asia Night featured a runway
of sorts, exhibiting traditional Asian
fashions between acts. Bates students
struck a pose sporting saris and sa¬
rongs, clothing typical of countries
such as Sri Lanka, China and Indone¬
sia.
To conclude the celebration of
rich Asian culture, 20 Bates stu¬
dents performed “A Bollywood Med¬
ley.” Modeled after classical dance
forms and taken from the popular
Hindi-Language
films,
Bollywood

dancing involves upbeat, vivacious
dynamism. Choreographers Harita
Dharaneeswaran TO, Abritee Dhal
’ll and Shirley Serrao ’ll developed
a vibrant, unforgettable masterpiece.
Each performer’s enthusiasm and en¬
ergy was palpable, leaving audience
members with the urge to dance out
of Schaeffer.
“Asia Night” performers graciously
invited audience members to expe¬
rience their traditions and heritage.
They amusingly educated spectators
on the multifarious culture by briefly
setting it in the spotlight.

Passion for Poetry Shared
with the Campus Community
KRISTEN HEWITT
STAFF WRITER

Chaplain Bill Blaine-Wallace intro¬
duced this month’s presentation of “Pas¬
sion Narratives: Poetry” by comparing
passions to our best friends: “the people
we spend time with where we are not al¬
ways checking our watches.” A passion
for an activity, like a passion for a be¬
loved friend, he said, cannot be spoken
of in terms of the quantity of time spent
but instead by the quality and purpose
of that time.
Each month, the series engages three
presenters in a dialogue about their own
passion and its meaning in their lives.
.Last Wednesday, members of the Bates
community gathered around tables in
the 161 Wood St. Conference Room to
listen to Cem Kurtulus ’09, Chloe Viner
’09 and English Professor Rob Farns¬
worth read original poems and discuss
the roll of poetry in their lives.
Kurtulus, who has been writing po¬
etry since the ninth grade, began by
reading a poem called “The Land of the
Carousel,” a response to the song “Leila
au pays du Carrousel,” by singer Anouar
Brahem. While Kurtulus began by writ¬
ing poetry in Turkish, his native lan¬
guage, he started composing poems in
English in his first year at Bates.
Kurtulus spoke of poetry as a way
to find aspects of relationships between
things that help them to resist their
“thingness.” Words themselves have lin¬
guistic or cultural definitions that reduce

them to just an object. Poetry admits a
function or identity of a word or idea
that goes beyond those definitions.
Viner read two poems of her own
entitled “Pages” and “Life Expectancy.”
For her, poetry is a form of meditation
whereby she imagines breathing in and
out her thoughts and emotions. To
breathe in positive ideas and breathe out
the negative is a way to release tensions,
she said. In the same way, her poetry is
like an exhalation of negative emotion
that serves to heal and give her inner
peace. Viner said that what she loves
about poetry is that it can communicate
something different to everyone. There
is no right or wrong way to understand a
poem; its meaning comes from the read-’
er’s reactions to it. She herself does not
necessarily know what her poems mean
as she writes them.
Professor Farnsworth, a long-time
devotee to the art of poetry, read several
poems from his own collection, “Three
or Four Hills and A Cloud.” He reflected
that poetry “makes available fresh and
troubling experiences that might other¬
wise have vanished from memory,” and
that experience and language invest in
each other with meaning. Poetry, he
said, reminds us of how “wildly improb¬
able” the world actually is. He echoed
Kurtulus in identifying poetry’s role of
paying attention to the world and keep¬
ing it strange.
The Multi-Faith Chaplaincy will be
continuing the Passion Narrative series
throughout the year.

Boots: A Classic Mark of Style, So Often Worn Incorrectly
OLIVIA LIGGIO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The other day I woke up knowing
that my brand new boots were being
delivered. It was like Christmas morn¬
ing all over again! These are not just
any boots; they are the same boots that
Serena wore in the very first episode
of “Gossip Girls” - the oh-so fabulous
above the knee, slightly slouchy boots.
I decided to wear them for the first
time to lunch at the Mays Center. One
of my friends said to me, “Oh those
boots are awesome!” And another one
of my friends said to me, “You look a
little like Robin Hood....” This is where
this week’s discussion arises. I don’t
understand how people can have such
different perceptions of what looks
silly and what looks fabulous.
To all of you non-fashionistas out
there, allow me to enlighten you: boots
are not only fashionable, they are func¬
tional. I know all of you anti-fashion
types probably think UGGs look ri¬
diculous, but in “cold weather” (even

down to 30F) the soft wool fibers act
as a natural insulator, keeping your
feet warm and comfortable. However,
I do have a slight problem when UGGs
are worn in the warm weather. If it is
hot enough to wear a skirt without leg¬
gings, then you do not need sheepskin
boots. As a native Floridian, I can attest
that many girls sport UGGs throughout
the ridiculously hot months of the year,
and they look absolutely absurd. Boots
should be worn in appropriate weather
with proper accompanying attire. If it
is icy, snowy or slushy - as it typically
is up here in Lewiston, Maine - then
please protect your feet and throw on
some down-and-dirty muck boots or
your best sheepskin.
It also must be noted that if the
terrain is uneven you should not be
wearing boots with a heel. I can recall
exploring Pompeii, Italy, last semester
and exclaiming with my friends that a
young woman walking around with a
stiletto heel was insane.
I have also witnessed many girls
on campus with their jeans tucked into

their boots, resulting in their pants
bulging out of the top. The best way to
alleviate this problem is to purchase a
pair of skinny jeans. This way the bot¬
toms of the jeans cling to your ankles
and allow you to slide your foot into
the boot without the ugly pant over¬
flow. However) there is no need to get
skintight jeans if you are just throwing
them on to tuck into your boots.
This past autumn many celebrities
started tucking their skinny jeans into
those new ankle boots. I think this looks
horrible, and I would have to agree with
the majority of people out there that
this particular fashion industry concep¬
tion of style is silly. It is almost like the
factory making the boots ran out of ma¬
terial and had to cut them below the
ankle. I am begging you never to wear
these so-called ‘booties.’
I can fully agree with some of my
less fashion-sawy friends that certain
boots do in fact look a bit odd. But
all-in-all, they are practical and stylish,
which means smart for those who wear
them right.

OLIVIA LIGGIO/THE BATES STUDENT

Olivia Liggio ‘09 models her new be¬
loved footwear.
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Roy’s Satisfies Only Carnivorous Cravings
LAURA BAUGHMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For years Bates students and
Lewiston-Auburn residents alike have
flocked to Roy’s All Steak Hamburg¬
ers in Auburn in order to satisfy their
carnivorous cravings. After hearing
about this place for the past two-anda-half years, I thought it was about
time I checked it out for myself.
Roy’s claim to fame is its unique
process of grinding up steak every
day and making the meat into burg¬
ers, creating an unparalleled taste and
texture. Stepping into the restaurant,
I instantly understood the message
that held true throughout my meal: at
Roy’s, it’s all about the burgers.
The decor at Roy’s is decidedly no¬
frills; customers enter to find a coun¬
ter at which to order and a sparse
adjoining dining area. The kitchen is
open, so customers can watch their
meals being fried, grilled and assem¬
bled. Besides the requisite burgers,
Roy’s has very limited options on its
menu, including a few subs, chicken
tenders and lobster rolls.
I chose (of course) a cheeseburg¬
er, fries and a cup of chili. After my
number was called and I retrieved my
meal, I was amazed at just how much
food eight dollars can buy at Roy’s.
The “small” fries were piled high, and
the serving of chili was generous. I
was unimpressed by the lilliputian

size of my cheeseburger, but at a price
of only $1.90, one can easily afford to
order several. Noting the similarity of
my burger's looks to one of the Mc¬
Donald’s variety, I was ready to dis-

Roy's All Steak
Hamburgers

5 Washington St.
Auburn, ME 04210
count all the hype, but after one bite
I realized how Roy’s gained its notori¬
ety. My burger was flavorful, juicy and
gone in approximately 20 seconds.
Another of Roy’s specialties is the

French fries. Freshly cut from Maine
potatoes every day, Roy’s serves its
fries piping hot and in large portions.
Some of my favorite childhood mem¬
ories are of roaming around various
county fairs, holding a big stack of
just-cut fries doused in vinegar and
ketchup. So I was ecstatic when I
saw that every table has a container
of vinegar solely for the restaurant’s
incredible fries. Roy’s also features
homemade soups; my chili was made
with real steak and plenty of beans
and vegetables.
My friends, who can’t quite match
my beef-eating abilities, opted for
Roy’s limited selection of subs. While
the tuna sub got rave reviews for its
perfect proportions of mayonnaise
and tuna, the chicken salad sub con¬
sumer described it as “chicken mush”
paired with an overwhelming amount
of slightly wilted lettuce. Although
Roy’s subs are cheap at around $4.50,
the restaurant charges 50 cents each
for lettuce, tomato or canned mush¬
rooms to be added. However, toasted,
fresh bread added a pleasant crisp¬
ness to the otherwise unremarkable
subs.
Roy’s is Mecca for burger lovers
but falls flat when attempting to serve
other types of foods. I would hesi¬
tate to recommend this restaurant to
someone who doesn’t plan on order¬
ing one of its famous burgers.

X-Ray Images Serve as Terrifying
Reminders of Terrorism
JULIA RESNICK
STAFF WRITER

We are currently in the midst of the
two-week series, “Art and Alterity: Be¬
yond the Other as Enemy,” sponsored
by the Chaplain’s Office. One element
of this series is an art exhibit by Diane
Covert called, “Inside Terrorism: The XRay Project.” The exhibit, which is on
display in the Chapel, opened Jan. 27.
The exhibit consists of X-rays and
CT scans of victims of terrorism from
two of Jerusalem’s major hospitals. The
victims portrayed in Covert’s work come
from all area groups - Jewish, Christian
and Palestinian - to emphasize that ter¬
rorism affects everyone living in Israel.
The exhibit is simultaneously beau¬
tiful and haunting. Upon walking into
the Chapel, the lit up X-ray of a full hu¬
man body jumps out at you. Although
these X-rays come from many different
people, they forcefully demonstrate the

The “Benefits” of
“Friends with Benefits”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
done by the University of Michigan
is a tad bit more promising. Initially,
researchers surveyed 125 students
and found that 60 percent, 75 stu¬
dents, admitted to having at least
one “friends with benefits” relation¬
ship. According to the New York
Times, of those 75 students’ “friends
with benefits” relationships, “one
tenth of these relationships went
on to become full-scale romances.
About a third stopped the sex and
remained friends, and one in four
eventually broke it off - the sex and
the friendship. The rest continued as
friends with benefits relationships.”
Granted, Bates isn’t always the
best place for a one night stand,
seeing as your lucky partner always
seems to end up being in your group
presentation or discussion session
only days after you two have done
the deed. However, despite these
awkward encounters, and for the
sake of convenience, “friends with
benefits” relationships seem to crop
up in the laundry room of Smith or
on the pool tables of Page.
As the University of Michigan
study proved, not all these pseudo¬
relationships are destined for the
extremes of either the chapel or the
gallows, and some can maintain the
equilibrium of sex with no expecta¬
tions or commitment.
But with all the studies and
chemicals aside, the truth of it all
is that from the beginning of your
friendship, way back when, one of
you decided that the other wasn’t
dating material. So, there it is, the
real crux of the matter. One party
had a premeditated notion that a ca¬
sual relationship is the perfect dis¬
traction, a pit stop en route to the
real deal, the next mind-blowing
romance. So, if both of you are just
looking for a late-night good time,
by all means, get at it. Just don’t con¬
vince yourself otherwise, because,
after all, to really “benefit” from this
type of relationship, sometimes you
have to go against the adage and
realize that friends are friends, pals
are pals and buddies are actually
meant to be just that - buddies.

horrors of terrorism on a civilian popu¬
lation. Surrounding the full-body X-ray
are close-up images of particular body
parts that were injured by terrorist at¬
tacks.
The X-rays are beautifully arranged
to show the extent of the injuries suf¬
fered by victims of terrorism. One ki¬
osk tells the story of a university stu¬
dent who was taking the bus to school
when a bomb exploded; the X-ray
shows how a watch was embedded in
her neck. Another X-ray shows a badly
broken arm. Though to the untrained
eye this looks like a painful but com¬
mon injury, Covert explained that a doc¬
tor once told her that this was the worst
injury he had ever seen. The doctor
explained that the way the bones shat¬
tered, the victims’ arteries would most
likely have ruptured and the victim of
the attack likely died.
For its opening, Covert came to
Bates to present her critically-acclaimed

exhibit to a group of students and com¬
munity members. She described her in¬
spirations for the project and the steps
she had gone through to obtain X-rays
from Israeli hospitals. Covert contend¬
ed that her art was not intended to be
political but rather to demonstrate the
horrors of terrorism and to show that it
does not discriminate among religions
or ethnicities.
The atmosphere became tense
when audience members challenged
Covert’s decision to only use X-rays
from Israel hospitals, insinuating that
this choice prevented showing the
plight of the Palestinians. Covert de¬
fended her choice and maintained that
the victims represented all walks of Is¬
raeli society.
No matter the sources of the X-rays,
the exhibit powerfully fulfills its mis¬
sion, showing the human cost of ter¬
rorism. The exhibit will be on display
until Feb. 10.

A Confused and Disappointing
Adaptation of “Atonement”
SCOTT PIERCE
STAFF WRITER

Something about Ian McEwan’s
masterful writing has been lost in
translation from his own pages to Joe
Wright’s ultimately confused film. Mc¬
Ewan’s “Atonement” was an ambitious
work, a truly haunting novel - feelings
that can easily be lost when adapted.
Wright’s film, despite praise garnered
from most critics, as well as seven
Academy Award nominations, is simply
not the same.
Like
the
novel, the film
can be divided
up into rough¬
ly three time
periods. First,
during a hot
summer
day
in 1935, when
over-imagina¬
tive 13-year-old
Briony
Tallis
witnesses the
erotic (in her
mind, perverse)
interactions be¬
tween her old¬
er sister, Cece¬
lia, and Robbie
Turner, the son
of their maid
who is some¬
what indebted
to their family due to his financed edu¬
cation. After reading a letter that was to
remain private and seeing Robbie and
Cecelia sexually engaged in the Tallis
family library, Briony falsely accuses
Robbie of her older cousin Lola’s even¬
tual rape. It is a story about perception
versus reality. Her accusation produces
consequences that take the rest of Briony’s life to fully understand.
The film then jumps five years in
the future to Robbie freed and fight¬
ing in the British army (failing to truly
show the horrors of war), Briony work¬
ing as a nurse and Cecelia awaiting her
lover’s arrival. This is where the film
particularly loses the luster it had ini¬
tially developed in the quite enjoyable
first third. Wright loses the true sense
of tragedy and gut-wrenching sadness
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one feels in realizing their own guilt.
He fails to show the grief of one fight¬
ing during a time of
war, of one who feels
alone after their lov¬
er’s absence, and of
one who is angry and
unable to forgive. In
the somewhat unex¬
pected and ironic ep¬
ilogue, the film does
manage to recapture
some of the greatness
found in the begin¬
ning. However, in a
way, it simply feels
too late.
The film loses
much of the novel’s
magic due to the fact
that this is a story
that cannot be told
in two hours.
Its
breadth takes time
to flesh out, appreci¬
ate and grasp. Many
of the film’s problems, however, may
rightfully be placed on the screenwrit¬
er - Christopher Hampton - who even
fails to delve into differences of class
which invade McEwan’s book. If he
desired to make the film last only two
hours, Hampton would have been wise
to merely focus on Briony’s realizations
and search for atonement. As it stands,
the film feels disconnected by trying
to show the strife of parted lovers, one
of the novel’s many great strengths but
here an unfortunate waste.
I so wanted to love this film. I am
usually able to truly appreciate adap¬
tations from novels and enjoy them
equally in different ways. Here, the
tragedy, the pain - so clear in the book
- is mostly a montage of muddled con¬
fusion and empty feeling on screen.

Atonement

Starring Keira
Knightley and
James McAvoy

“Birth of a Nation” Remixed
JEN MclNNIS
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

A different kind of past was revis¬
ited through the audio-visual sensa¬
tions of multimedia artist Paul Miller’s
(otherwise known as DJ Spooky the
Subliminal Kid) piece “Rebirth of a Na¬
tion,” last Saturday night. It presented
a past meant for critical examination
and engagement as America continues
its imperial happenings throughout the
world today.
The Lewiston Middle School host¬
ed the Bates-sponsored DJ Spooky per¬
formance, which not only exemplified
the “remixing” that characterizes con¬
temporary DJ and VJ cultures, but also
underscored Miller’s redefinition of the
role of DJ/VJ as an editor and critic of
humanity - past, present and future.
In “Rebirth of a Nation,” Miller re¬
mixes D.W. Griffith’s infamous yet po¬
lemic 1915 silent film, “Birth of a Na¬
tion.” He uses digital techniques set
to the background of his live-mixed
soundtrack in order to both subtly de¬
construct and critique the problematic
implications of Griffith’s overtly racist
film, while questioning and present¬
ing parallels to the film’s messages and
how they resonate in the world today.
“Artists need to tell people, through
their work, that another world is pos¬
sible,” said Miller. “[The film] is an art
statement. It addresses the need to de¬
construct boundaries that keep people
thinking in these old ways. With [the
film], I invoke a parallel world where
Griffith’s film acts as a crucible for a
vision of a different America.”
Miller managed to do this by lay¬
ering the film across three different
projection screens, relying on the most
iconic moments in Griffith’s epic film
as the material basis for his own com¬
plex reconstruction of it. The wordless
electronic beats and sonic manipula¬
tions that Miller composed, some of
which he scratched live from his posi¬
tion behind turntables and monitors at
the side of the stage, were meant to
enhance his work. These musical into¬
nations and beats further amplified the
modern facets of the digital techniques
applied to the film, thus aesthetically
transforming Griffith’s outdated film
into a contemporary context. The digi¬
tal techniques and tricks that Miller
employed in reconstructing the origi¬
nal film varied from subtle to overt
but included Miller’s more marked use
of superimposed diagrams contrasted
with his more refined repetition of
sequences or juxtaposition of images,
both of which helped create a dialogue
among the three screens.

Miller’s intention with his film was
by no means to create a completely
new movie, but instead to use Griffith’s
film as a medium through which to ex¬
plore inequalities in the multicultural
world we inhabit today. As propagan¬
da for the Ku Klux Klan endorsed by
President Wilson, “Birth of a Nation”
managed to reach a widespread and
diverse American audience in its crit¬
ically-acclaimed debut - a disturbing
statistic that prompted Miller’s interest
in examining the role that the media
plays in ironically perpetuating mis¬
conceptions and shrouding the truth.
“The film and DJ and VJ culture is
a global language,” said Miller. “It has
helped set the tone for how to deal
with information overload. [Griffith’s
film] was presented as the truth. It was
one of America’s most popular films.
This just goes to show that the truth
and reality all depend on who has the
power. Just like history. It’s an unstable
text; it depends on who’s writing it. It
all just brings up the question of ‘what
is the truth?”’
While Miller’s objective with the
film was sound in concept and marked
a notable advance in the relationship
between media culture and the role of
VJ/DJ, his execution was not as effective
as it could have been. Miller’s seemingly
chronological presentation of his nar¬
rative limited his ability to thoroughly
engage with Griffith’s original film in
the reconstruction of his own artistic
vision. In the piece itself, the repetition
of certain clips were meant to add em¬
phasis to specific scenes yet over time
became distracting and actually served
to detract from Miller’s original inten¬
tion with this specific digital technique.
Finally, and most importantly, Miller
repeatedly mentioned the connection
his piece has with issues in today’s cul¬
ture. However, the performance only
very abstractly alluded to this assertion
as the visual performance lacked more
contemporary referents that might
have supported this discourse more ef¬
fectively.
As Miller pointed out, the piece is
still a work in progress and, despite its
shortcomings, the film is still able to
juxtapose images of inequity and dis¬
parity. It relates to both historical and
contemporary times, in order to posit
not answers, but critical questions
that our society desperately needs to
be asking itself. Miller repeatedly em¬
phasized philosopher Santayana’s con¬
tention that “those who do not under¬
stand the past are doomed to repeat
it,” a hauntingly relevant claim, which
seems to best characterize the concept
behind Miller’s piece.

Bates Alum Becomes Clown Extraordanaire
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

This past Thursday night, the Bates
Juggling Club hosted a juggler, a clown,
a comedian, a magician, a mime, an ac¬
robat and a construction worker - all of
whom were Brent McCoy.
Brent McCoy graduated from Bates
in 2003 as an art major. Subsequently,
he perfected his routine as a juggler and
clown at the Celebration Barn (celebrationbarn.com) and the Odd Fellow The¬
ater (OddFellow.com), both in Maine.
These days, his artistic abilities are
seen as an exceptionally impressive as¬
semblage of tricks and trades. For the
first time, McCoy is able to devote most
of his effort to his routine rather than a
more conventional job. Luckily for many
at Bates, McCoy revisited the Benjamin
Mays Center to show off his knack for
flawless coordination coupled with per¬
fect comedic timing.
McCoy’s character for the evening
was one of mixed breed: a clown/construction worker. He sported over-sized
jeans, suspenders and a bright orange

hard hat. Like a magician has a bag of
tricks, McCoy had a toolbox. As a magi¬
cian never reveals his or her secrets, Mc¬
Coy rarely even revealed his own voice.
He was mostly silent and yet charmingly
hilarious.
To counter his lack of words, McCoy
was incessantly vigorous in his actions.
It is providential that the ceilings of the
Mays Center are so high, because his act
knew no boundaries. At one moment,
he might launch props high into the air,
while the next minute he himself was
15 feet up, balancing ever so effortlessly
on a large ball (while juggling a plunger,
traffic cone and plastic bat, of course).
After 45 minutes of routine, Mc¬
Coy jumped off the ball he was on and
switched his tone to one of endearment.
He graciously thanked those who came
to see him, including mathematics Pro¬
fessor David Haines, who advised Mc¬
Coy during his years in the Bates Jug¬
gling Club.
“Remember,” McCoy said, “when you
get out of this prestigious institution, it’s
all right if you’re a clown.”

Bates Best Dressed
Week of Feb. 4: Liz Denham ’10
AMELIE HOPKINS
STAFF WRITER

What She’s Wearing: Brown Frye boots,
black skinny jeans, navy blue tank top, gray Tshirt with cutouts and sequined detailing and a
leopard print scarf.
Why it Works: Denham’s outfit demon¬
strates two important points: that monochro¬
matic doesn’t have to mean boring and that tra¬
ditional rules about which colors can be worn
together don’t always apply. First, the sequined
cutouts around the neckline and hem of Den¬
ham’s gray shirt add an eye-catching twist to her
outfit, as does her leopard print scarf. In addi¬
tion, the length of the tank top layered under
her T-shirt puts an interesting perspective on
proportion. Denham, who likes to create out¬
fits that are “comfortable and neutral, but with a
twist," also demonstrates that ‘colors like brown
and black or black and navy don’t always have
to be a mismatch. Tying the brown scarf togeth¬
er with the brown boots keeps them from clash¬
ing with the black jeans. Denham’s navy tank
top works color-wise with the black jeans due
to the faded coloring of her pieces. This week’s outfit proves that normal I
rules don’t always apply - and are sometimes waiting to be broken.
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Nordies
in Mass Start, Ski
Well in Sprints
HARRY POOLE
STAFF WRITER

After a short break in the carnival
season, things started back up for the
women’s Nordic team this weekend
with the UVM Carnival at the pictur¬
esque Trapp Family Lodge in Stowe,
Vt. The weekend featured two of the
more spectator-friendly events: a mass
start 10k classical technique race on
Friday and a lk freestyle sprint on Sat¬
urday.
With the weather report changing
somewhat regularly leading into Fri¬
day’s classical race, the coaches and
athletes were prepared for anything.
Mother Nature seemed to be hold¬
ing off until about 30 minutes before
the start of the women’s race when it
started to snow. This made for some
worried racers, but luckily the snow
stopped shortly thereafter, and the
coaches did not have to make any
drastic changes to the wax.
The women’s team stayed com¬
posed while the weather changed spo¬
radically and put forth a strong effort.
At the end of the day, the Bobcats were
displaced since the individual and
team results were not where the wom¬
en were hoping to them be. Megan
McClelland ’ll led the women with a
24th-place finish and a time of 37:03-8.
Completing the scoring for the women
were Kirsten Gill ’ll and Abby Samuelson TO in 29th (37:22.2) and 30th
(37.22.7) respectively. Gill and Samuelson skied most of the race together
until Gill out-sprinted her teammate
in the last 100m. Overall, the women
went back to the hotel disappointed
by their eighth-place performance.
Eyes were set on Saturday’s sprint, and
with good reason.
The sprint race features a prelimi¬
nary round for every racer, and fol¬
lowing the completion of the prelim,

results are posted and the top 30 rac¬
ers move on to elimination heats. After
the prelim, Saturday’s race was already
looking better than Friday’s, for three
Bates women were well in the top 30
and on their way to the heats. Ingrid
Knowles ’ll led the Bates women with
a 17th-place finish (3:31-87) in the pre¬
lim and was closely followed by Gill in
20th (3:32.73). McClelland overcame
a small crash to finish 25th (3:34.17).
While these were the only three wom¬
en to move on to the heats, the other
three Bobcat women just missed the
cutoff. Nicole Ritchie ’09, Samuelson,
and Natalie Rupperstberger ’ll fin¬
ished 32nd, 36th and 38th, respective¬
lyIn the elimination rounds, there are
five quarterfinal heats comprised of six
racers in each. In order to move on,
the racer must finish in the top two, or
else her day is done. The women knew
they would have to be smart in their
heats but also very fast and aggressive,
for they were matched up with some
of the fastest in the East. Unfortunately,
no Bobcat women moved on from the
quarterfinals, but both Gill and McClel¬
land moved up a few spots because
they placed higher in their heat than
they were ranked. At the end of the
day, Gill finished a career best 15th
place, with McClelland in 21st and
Knowles just behind in 24th. Of her
15th-place finish, Gill explained that
she was “very happy that I moved up
in the heats because I normally qualify
high and digress when the heats start,
so that was good to see.” With three
in the top 25, the women moved up
from Friday’s result to place sixth in
the sprint competition.
Racing continues next weekend in
Hanover, N.H., for the Dartmouth Car¬
nival. With another mass start, look for
the Bobcat women to hang tough and
improve upon their unsatisfying mass
start race from this past weekend.

Swimming Falls to
Wheaton and Tufts
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

The swimming and diving teams
traveled to Norton, Mass., for dual
losses this Saturday against Wheaton
College and Tufts University. Both
the men and the women raced well
against their opponents and were able
to win two events.
The men lost to Tufts 238-41 but
this dual meet gave them the chance
to see their opponent in the water and
know what they are up against before
the NESCAC Championship later this
February. Bates also lost to Wheaton
155-89 but will not be seeing them
again this season.
Overall, the men swam hard for
some good finishes. In the 100-yard
backstroke, junior Chris Berry placed
third and finished with a time of 56.13.
In the 50-yard freestyle, junior Bill
Walsh sprinted to the wall in 23.18 for
a fifth-place finish. The best highlight
for the men came at the end of the
meet in the 400-yard freestyle relay.
The relay of Berry, junior Nathan Coo¬

per, Walsh and first-year Peem Chatikavanij swam into second place in
3:25.84. On the diving boards, seniors
Dan Perry and Mike Detweiler placed
second and fourth, respectively, in the
one-meter and three-meter events.
The women lost to Tufts but did
not go down without a fight as they
only allowed a 55-point difference in
their 175-120 final score, but against
Wheaton these Bobcats had a larger
point differential of 189-108. Despite
losing to both teams, the women post¬
ed good finishes.
On the women’s team, sopho¬
more Katelyn Drake finished first in
the 100- and 200-yard backstroke
with times of 1:01.04 and 2:11.09.
First-year Charlotte Green placed
third in the 200-yard freestyle and
the 200-yard medley relay of Drake,
senior Megan Conley, senior Annie
Barton, and Green finished third in
1:55.32. Barton later placed second
in the 400-yard individual medley in
4:51.76 and senior Emilie Swenson
also swam into second place in the
100-yard butterfly in 1:02.41. The div¬

ing team, comprised of junior Kelsey
Lamdin, sophomore Annaliese Rudis
and senior Tasha Rosener, took the
first three spots, respectively, during
the one-meter event. On the threemeter, Lamdin and Rudis placed first
and second, while Rosener followed
in fourth.
This away meet is the penultimate
regular season competition for the
Bobcats. Looking ahead to next week,
both teams have one more competi¬
tion before tapering down their yard¬
age for’the championship.
When asked about the rapidly
closing end of the season, junior Bai¬
ley Johnson commented on all the
hard work the team has put in through
Coach Casares’ new program.
“I think we are all very excited for
NESCACs. We have had a great season
thus far, and it is always fun to see the
culmination of all our hard work and
many, many hours at the pool pay off
at the conference meet. I think we are
going to be surprised at how well we
perform in a couple weeks.”

Alpine Disappoints, Still
Looking for Consistency
JEREMY GRANT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Injuries plagued the Bates ski team
leading to a disappointing overall per¬
formance. Once again there were sever¬
al outstanding individual performances,
but a lack of overall consistency hurt the
Bobcats on the slopes.
The Bates team finished in seventh
out of 11 teams at the University of Ver¬
mont Carnival in Stowe, Vt., this past
weekend. Juniors Emily Sampson and
Liz Thompson both had great individual
performances on the weekend. Samp¬
son finished sixth out of 57 in Saturday’s
slalom competition. Thompson finished
10th in Friday’s giant slalom competi¬
tion.
Sampson, who has put together a

very impressive season thus far said,
“I’ve been pleased with my slalom re¬
sults this year, but my goal now is to put
together two solid giant slalom runs.”
First-year Micaela Holland had an
impressive finish in Friday’s giant slalom
event, finishing in 24th place. On Sat¬
urday, Holland also had a strong finish,
placing 17th in the slalom. Overall she
was the most consistent Bobcat of the
weekend.
The men had a difficult time this
weekend competing without senior
Co-Captain Dan Loman. First-year Ross
Brockman led the way with a 12th-place
finish out of 59 skiers in Saturday’s sla¬
lom competition. Following closely be¬
hind Brockman were seniors Co-Captain
Leo Menard and Kevin Berry. Menard
finished in 14th and Berry finished in

18th.
“We have the talent; we just need to
get more consistent finishes,” said Me¬
nard. “UVM has a difficult hill so I expect
us to do much better next weekend at
Dartmouth.”
On Friday, first-year Ben Manter fin¬
ished in 24th place in the giant slalom
event. Senior Mathew Brockman fol¬
lowed closely behind finishing in 30th.
In preparing for next weekends’ car¬
nival at Dartmouth, Sampson said, “we
have good individual results, we just
need to work together as a team.”
Berry said, “Loman’s return will re¬
ally help us out at next weekends’ carni¬
val; not only is he the cutest kid on the
team, he is the fastest.”

Papa's Valentine's Specials
Heart-Shaped Pizzas for that Special Someone!
1 Heart-Shaped 1 Topping Pizza

$12.99
1 Heart-Shaped 1 Topping Pizza +
Garlic Parm Bread Stix + 2 20-oz Sodas

1 Heart-Shaped Pizza + $25

v

$30.00
Please place order by 02-13-2008. No
coupon required. Customer responsible
L for all taxes. Delivery charges A
may apply. Can not be
f
^Lcombined with any other jF
offer or discount. M

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

Study Break Special
10 pm-1 am
Buy 1 Large or X-Large Pizza and
Get 1 FREE*

786-7272
*Free pizza must be of equal or lesser value. Available
for pick-up or delivery on Bates College campus.
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Pucksters a Win Away

Men’s
Squash
Beats
Hamilton
and
Bowdoin
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

MYA STEDMAN/COURTESY PHOTO

The Bates men's club hockey team lines up for the national anthem prior to their game against Springfield College. The Bobcats beat Springfield by a score of 6-5.
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

Men’s hockey took an important
step toward repeating as NECHA
Champions this weekend, picking up
a pair of crucial league victories.
Bates hit the road on Friday and
beat Springfield College by a score
of 6-5. The Bobcats showed great
resolve after falling behind 4-2, two
periods into the game. Bates rallied

in the third period, scoring two late
goals to win, 6-5. Sophomore Wes
Chaput netted a hat trick and firstyear Matt Ohlheiser scored the game¬
winning goal.
The Bobcats didn’t have much
time to rest or to reflect on the vic¬
tory as they traveled to Daniel Web¬
ster College for a game on Saturday.
Once again the Bobcats found them¬
selves trailing in the third period and
once again they found a way to rally

Four-Point
Victors

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

that person was Kevin McDonald ’ll,
who ran 2:04 in the 800m and finished
second overall. The mile was also
rather successful for some of the men,
as Percy bettered his season personal
record and finished fourth in a time
of 4:34. Tristan Black-Ingersoll ’ll and
Jeff Roeser TO also ran for college
personal records.
Other highlights in the field events
came in the pole-vault, as Nick De¬

Francis ’10 and Peter Garber TO set
personal bests of 12’04”, finishing
third and fourth respectively. Co-Cap¬
tain Emmanuel Drabo ’08 took second
in the long jump with a mark of 20’11”
and Epler took sixth with 19’5.25”. In
the triple jump, Robert Lindon ’ll fin¬
ished third with his leap of 38’6”.
Next weekend, the men’s indoor
track team will compete at the Maine
State meet, located at Bowdoin Col¬
lege.

and win.
Down 2-1 in the third period, firstyear Rory Cosgrove scored to tie the
game and force overtime. In sudden
death overtime, Ohlheiser scored a
goal assisted by Cosgrove to give the
Bobcats the win. Ohlheiser scored
the game-winning goal on back-toback nights and played a crucial role
in both victories.
The two league wins put the Bob¬
cats one league win away from win¬

Men’s Basketball 13-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

and by halftime the score was knotted
up at 41 apiece.
Conn. College looked strong early
in the second half as well, grabbing a
52-45 lead with 10:37 left. A brief alter¬
cation changed the tone of the game
as Alumni grew loud and the Bobcats
stepped up the intensity, willing them¬
selves to every rebound and loose ball.
Close with seven minutes to go,
Jimmy O’Keefe dove halfway across the
court for a loose ball, snatched it out

OV THE WEEK

Vamtiel Elizabeth
Duncan - ?08

WWW.BATES.EDU/COURTESY PHOTO

Saturday, Duncan
provisionally quali¬
fied for the NCAA
Division III Champi¬
onships in the 20-lb
weight throw. The
day before, Duncan
threw her way into
the Bates record
books, with one of
I the top ten best in¬
dividual performanc¬
es in school history.
The following day
she broke that record
by four feet. Duncan
is currently ranked
number one in the
country in her event.

of a Camels’ hand and flipped an outlet
to Bryan Wholey who fed Pat Halloran
for a corner three, giving Bates a 54-52
lead. The crowd exploded and the ’Cats
never trailed again, systematically grind¬
ing out their offense and playing smoth¬
ering defense for a 73-67 victory.
The upset was even more astound¬
ing considering Conn. College shot 50
percent from the floor and a remark¬
able 15-27 from behind the three-point
line. Wholey again led the way with 18
points, while Brian Ellis chipped in with
15 points and 7 boards. O’Keefe played
an inspired 24 minutes of tough, physi¬

cal basketball that helped set the tone
for the win.
The Bobcats have become a dis¬
ciplined, thick-skinned team that will
prove hard to beat come tournament
time. Even against seemingly more tal¬
ented opponents, the unselfish, smart
brand of basketball that Coach Reilly
preaches has proven effective. It would
be remarkable to see the team sweep
this current home-stand; they play Gor¬
don College on Tuesday at 8 p.m. and
NESCAC power Williams on Friday at 7
p.m.

New York State of Mind
GARRETT NICHOLS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BOBCAT

ning the NECHA Championship.
“We really wanted that NECHA
Championship for the third year in
a row, and this weekend we got one
step closer to achieving our goal,”
said junior Sam Kaplan following
the undefeated weekend. He later
added, “It was a good team effort.”
Bates plays their next game on
Sunday Feb. 10 at home against
Rhode Island College.

Men’s squash had another suc¬
cessful week, defeating Hamilton
on Saturday and Bowdoin on both
Wednesday and Sunday. Unfortu¬
nately, the garnet men suffered yet
another disappointing loss to Wil¬
liams on Saturday in the quarterfinals
of the NESCAC Men’s Squash Cham¬
pionships.
In the Hamilton 9-0 blowout,
Ricky Weisskopf ’08, Sean Wilkinson
’08, Kush Mahan ’10, Jordan Green¬
berg ’10, Matt Marchisotto ’ll, Will
Katz ’ll, Deacon Chapin ’09, Nick
Echevarria ’ll and Marc Taggart ’09
were victorious in their matches
against the Continentals.
After Bates crushed Bowdoin 8-1
earlier in the week, the Polar Bears
were more prepared for the Bobcats
by Sunday, losing 6-3 instead. Wins
were logged by Weisskopf, Wilkin¬
son, Mahan, Greenberg, Marchisotto
and Katz.
An unfortunate blemish on Bates’
impressive record came Saturday
when the Bobcats were upset by Wil¬
liams, 7-2. The loss was surprising;
Bates had defeated the Ephs 5-4 in
a Jan. 12 match at home. Despite the
overall triumph of the Ephs, Weis¬
skopf and Mahan won matches.
Next weeks’ contests include a
Thursday match at Colby followed by
a home match against Tufts on Friday
at 4:30 p.m.

New Yorkers love to talk. A lot. Es¬
pecially about Boston. The problem is
that lately it’s been hard to back it up.
However, in the same year when New
Yorkers had to sit and watch the hated
Boston Red Sox win the World Series,
the Celtics embarrass the Knicks, beat¬
ing them by 45 points, and the Revolu¬
tion eliminate the Red Bull in the play¬
offs (oh wait, nobody cares), not only
did The New York Giants produce the
miracle that few believed possible, but
the way they did it left Giants fans with
nothing left to ask for: bragging rights.
It was almost the same old script.
Second and nine with 8:30 left in the
game and the Giants were on their own
30 yard line. Eli Manning dropped back
into an immediately collapsing pocket,
where he got tangled up, spun out of
the pressure and then lofted the ball in¬
complete over the head of a wide-open
Plaxico (no Practice-co) Burress, which
would lead to a Giants punt. The Patri¬
ots got the ball and Tom Brady led a sig¬
nature late-game drive for a touchdown,
this time going 7 for 10, hitting Randy
Moss for the score on a slant route after
a timid coverage effort by Corey Web¬
ster. New York got the ball with less than
three minutes left on the clock trailing
by four and needing to score a touch¬
down. The Giants’ Super Bowl fate lay
in Eli Manning’s hands, the “good but
he’ll never be his brother” Eli, the “at¬
tempts of leadership were comical” Eli,
the “maybe his psyche’s just too fragile
for this market” Eli. Yes, that same Eli,
and that’s when the script changed.
What did Manning do? I could tell
you that he went 5 for 9 with 77 yards
and capped it off by a 13-yard touch¬
down pass to Burress to give New York
the lead. Or I could tell you that in no
way will that stat line ever do justice to
what was easily the most spectacular

drive I’ve ever seen. After starting off
the drive with an 11-yard completion to
Arnani Toomer, Manning threw two incompletes before finding Toomer again
for 9 yards, setting up a fourth and one
that RB Brandon Jacobs barely convert¬
ed running up the gut. On first down
Manning dropped back again, but the
Patriots’ pressure forced Eli to scramble
for 5 yards before being dragged down
by Adalius Thomas, and Eli soon found
himself in another third down situation.
What happened next was the pur¬
est display of determination I’ve seen
in a single play from scrimmage. Again,
Eli dropped back and again, the Patri¬
ots got to him. DE Jarvis Green lined
up with the center and rushed from Eli’s
left, crossing with LB Tedy Bruschi, who
lined up in the hole to Green’s right and
to DE Richard Seymor’s left. They got to
him. First it was Seymor, whose speed
rush around the outside allowed him
to get a hand on Eli, who stepped up
into the pocket, only to find it collapsing
from Green and Bruschi’s twist. Green
got a hand on him. Then another hand,
which is when Manning somehow spun
out of Green’s grasp and ran away from
the line of scrimmage with his bafck to
his receivers, turned, planted his foot,
and aired it out 32 yards down the field
over the middle to David Tyree, who
was covered by Safety Rodney Harrison.
As they both jumped for the ball, Tyree
caught it, then had one of his hands
knocked away by Harrison while getting
tackled, pinned it with the other hand
against his helmet, and regained pos¬
session of it before hitting the ground.
First-and-10.
That play visibly empowered the Gi¬
ants. How could it not? Before that play
they were the only ones in the stadium
who really believed that they could win.
After that play, they knew they could.
Following a sack and an incomplete
pass, Manning went 2 for 2. He hit Steve
Smith on third-and-11 for 12 yards af-

ter Smith made a great individual effort
to get past the first down marker. The
next play, the Patriots sent seven, leav¬
ing Burress one-on-one with CB Ellis
Hobbs. Slant-and-go. Touchdown. Gi¬
ants win.
When the year started, the New York
media continued to relentlessly criticize
Eli Manning’s play. When it wasn’t his
play that was being criticized, it was
his personality, his attitude, his lack of
emotion, his body language, his indiffer¬
ence, his character. They tried to change
his personality, when that’s really just
who he is.
What’s remarkable is that it was the
same laid-back attitude that made him
able to conquer the New York media
and lead his team to a championship. Eli
didn’t care if he was uncharismatic. The
media tried everything to boil his blood,
which, as Manning showed on the last
drive of the season, is ice-cold. All sea¬
son Eli knew that the only important
thing he should worry about was work¬
ing hard to improve and to play good
football. He’s the antithesis of A-Rod:
Alex Rodriguez pretends not to care
about what people think of him when
he really does. Eli Manning doesn’t pre¬
tend not to care what people think, he
really doesn’t.
Although the Giants’ defense won
the game for them, holding the most
potent offense in the history of the NFL
to 274 yards and sacking Tom Brady five
times, Eli will get the laurels simply be¬
cause of what he did on that last drive.
Plaxico was asked after the game what
he had seen from Manning on the last
drive that maybe he didn’t even know
Eli had. “The heart of a champion.”
What Eli found out was that in The Big
Apple, winning silences all the critics.
Especially beating Boston. The New
York Giants, NFL Champions of Super
Bowl XLII. A perfect season. Enjoy it,
New York.

>
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Women’s Indoor Nearly Beats
USM, Falls 4 Points Short
ANDY PERCY
STAFF WRITER
The women’s track team came
within shouting distance of beating
the University of Southern Maine at
the host Huskies’ Invitational on Satur¬
day. But, in the end, the team finished
second with 190.5 points, four behind
USM’s 194.5.
This was a very impressive meet for
the Bobcats. While there were many
highlights, the biggest performance
came from Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan
TO, who automatically qualified for
the NCAA Championships in the 20-lb
Weight Throw with her winning mark
of 57”7\
Bates won eight of 17 events and
had numerous second- and third-place
finishes.
“We now have someone qualified
for [New England Division III] in ev¬
ery event, which definitely hasn’t hap¬
pened since I’ve been here,” said Head
Coach Jay Hartshorn. “I think a large
part of the explanation for that is be¬
cause we have a lot of freshmen, and
they’re really into it. They’ve devel¬
oped faster than I thought they would.
They’ve stayed healthy and adapted
well to our training program. Last year
was my first big recruiting year, and
I think we really attracted kids who
work hard and want to improve.”
In addition to Duncan, who also
won the shot put, Bates saw winners in
Molly Radis TO (200m/26.93), Co-Cap¬
tain Amy Rosania ’08 (800m/2:25), Jen
Mitton ’ll (3000m/10:32), Jen Marino
’09 (triple jump/34-10.25), the 4x800m
relay team (Alex Alberto ’ll, Andie Bis-

ceglia TO, Chloe Bourne ’ll and Rosa¬
nia), and the 4x400m relay team (Dana
Lindauer ’ll, Co-Captain Izzy Alexan¬
der ’09, Marino and Radis).
The most striking observation in
these results is that this is an excep¬
tionally well-rounded team. They cov¬
ered all their bases across the events
- sprints, mid-distance, distance, field,
weight and relays. Despite the fourpoint loss, Hartshorn was happy with
the quality performances she saw. In
fact, she indicated that the team was
not as well rounded as they could have
been; there is certainly room for im¬
provement.
“In these kinds of meets I just put
people where I want them to run, and
it works itself out. [For example], we
didn’t put anyone in the 600m, and we
put a lot of people in the 3k and mile.
Considering we weren’t necessarily
distributed in the events, we did really
well.”
In addition to their many wins, the
team had several other noteworthy
performances. Radis complemented
her win in the 200m with a secondplace finish in the 55m dash (7.71).
Lindauer took third in the 400m with a
time of 1:02.06. In the mile, Bourne fin¬
ished second (5:27) and was followed
by Madeline Weber ’08 and Alberto in
fifth and sixth places, respectively, with
times of 5:32 and 5:34. The distance
runners shined in the 3000. In addition
to Mitton’s win, Katie Bash TO, Aviva
Goldstein ’08 and Kate Wason ’ll fin¬
ished in third, fourth and sixth places,
respectively, with times of 10:59, 11:03
and 11:14.
In the field events, Megan Schleck

’ll and Lily Gordon TO finished third
and fourth, respectively, in the pole
vault with leaps of 9”3’ and 8”9’. In the
long jump, Marino and Alexander fin¬
ished in third and fourth with marks of
16”3.25’ and 15”9.75’.
Finally, in the weight events, senior
Co-Captain Cassandra Kirkland posted
strong performances with a secondplace finish in the weight throw be¬
hind Duncan with a mark of 47”9-25’,
and fourth in the shot put with a mark
of 33”3.75’.
The meet was the final tune-up
before this weekend’s State of Maine
Championships, which will, be held

again at USM on Friday night. Hart¬
shorn is optimistic about the team’s
chances, and knows that the group’s
toughness will take them far in the
meet.
“Last year we were third by two
points to USM, but we were really
competitive in all our races. I think
that competitive aspect is going to be
the same again this year. I’m not overly
concerned with how we finish because
I think all the teams will be top 10
teams in Dill New England; I’m more
concerned with individual effort and
competitiveness.”
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Sophomore Jen Marino receives a
hand-off from Molly Radis '10.

First-year Jen Mitton runs in the USM
invitational.

Women’s Squash Third in Tourney
Women lose only to Williams,
demolish Colby and Tufts
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
This past weekend, Hartford,
Conn., was the location of choice
for NESCAC squash fans, as the
conference championships were
held Friday, Feb. 1, through Sun¬
day, Feb. 3, at Trinity College.
The national squash power¬
house hosted the games and, to
no one’s surprise, clinched the
first place trophy. Our Bates Bob¬
cats, however, did not walk away
empty-handed, leaving Connecti¬
cut proudly on Sunday afternoon
with a third-place trophy and
bragging rights to boot.
This 2008 accomplishment
marks the second consecutive
year that the team holds the thirdplace seat in the conference.
Championship play kicked
off with a match against Tufts on
Saturday morning. Bates smoked
the Jumbos, 8-1. Sophie Runquist
’09 let up only two points in her
ninth-seated match and rookie
Stephanie Cabot ’ll only sacri¬
ficed three, playing eighth on the
ladder.
The victory was immediately
followed by a tough loss to the
Williams College Ephs that af¬
ternoon in a stinging 9-0 defeat.
The loss shot Willliams to the fi¬
nals against Trinity, where they

claimed the second-place title,
leaving the Bobcats to face Colby
for the third-place position. In a
previous competition against Wil¬
liams earlier this season, Bates
was only able to sneak away with
one victory, as the Ephs boast
some of 2008’s top-rated players
in the nation.
The Bobcats were not deterred
by the loss, however, and pressed
on Sunday morning to crush the
Mules for the second time this
season, 6-3Looking back on the champi¬
onship event, junior veteran Mar¬
got Webel felt that the team was
“extremely satisfied with how
this past weekend turned out.”
She said that they “headed into
the weekend ranked third in the
NESCAC and were successful in
holding onto this ranking. [Each
member] played hard” and the
“loss to Williams will hopefully
be a motivation for [the team] to
train hard before [they] meet oth¬
er changing teams at Nationals in
three weeks.”
The team will face the Jumbos
yet again on Feb. 8. To close the
regular season, the Bobcats will
go on to play Bowdoin on Feb.
10 in Brunswick before heading
off to the national team and indi¬
vidual tournaments over the Feb¬
ruary recess.
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Sophomore Hannah Laverty returns a shot from her Trinity opponent.

Women’s Hoops Falls to Wesleyan,
Rebounds against Conn. College
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
A 57-45 win over Connecticut
College on Feb. 2 was just what
the Bobcats needed to alleviate the
sting from an unexpected 66-55
loss to Wesleyan the night before.
The team opened the week¬
end’s NESCAC double-header with
an away game against the Wesleyan
Cardinals. Bates was off to a strong
start, closing the first half with a
30-17 lead. Having previously de¬
feated the Cardinals last month by
a 20-point margin, it came to every¬
one’s surprise when Wesleyan came
out of the woodwork in the second
half to claim the game’s lead.
A mere 10 minutes into the half,
the game was tied at 42. From there,
the Bobcats had trouble breaking
their opponent’s stride, as the Car¬
dinals went on to assume the lead
with eight minutes to play. Co-Captain Meg Coffin ’08 and Val Beck¬
with ’09 both played pivotal roles

in reducing the gap in the final
minutes of play. Coffin posted 20
points, 12 rebounds and 5 blocks
in her usual stat-sheet-filling per¬
formance, while Beckwith tallied
13 points of her own.
“The defense has been relatively
good,” said senior starting forward
Matia Kostakis. “[We need to work
on our] shooting percentages and
the amount of turnovers.”
Going into their match against
Connecticut College, Kostakis saw
“playing smarter and taking care of
the ball” as the team’s primary ob¬
jectives.
Kostakis’ words translated into
a reality for the Bobcats the next
day as they faced the Camels fired
up and ready for redemption from
the previous night’s letdown. As
Connecticut fought hard to cut a
quick lead by the Bobcats, the team
refused to let another game slip
through their fingers, and closed
the first half 10 points ahead,
i
Beckwith scored 12 points and.

pulled down 8 boards, making it
her 18th consecutive game with
double scoring figures. Kostakis led
by example, tallying 9 points and 8
boards off the bench to contribute
to the Bobcat victory. Her perfor¬
mance proved pivotal in jumpstart¬
ing the team’s breakaway from the
Camels late in the first half, sinking
two consecutive two- and threepoint shots. Later in the game, Ko¬
stakis’ jump-shot with less than 10
minutes to play gave the Bobcats
a 47-28 lead, their largest of the
game.
The team maintained the upper
hand to close the competition and
now prepares to play Bowdoin on
Tuesday night in a non-conference
match. Fueled by an exciting win
against the Camels, Bates has just
the tools it needs to take home
some W’s against the Bears this
week and Middlebury and Williams
in back-to-back NESCAC competi¬
tions over the weekend.
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18-1:
Pats’
Legacy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
I have always maintained that for
all sports broadcasts on FOX, every
member of the production crew, from
the cameramen and sound technicians
to the producers and network execs,
is absolutely wasted. Super Bowl XLII
did little to combat this theory.
Not only did FOX refuse to abandon
their animated robot football player for
the Super Bowl, but they proceeded to
plug their new show, “Terminator: The
Sarah Connor Chronicles” (tell me the
writers of that show aren’t drunk right
now), with images of their mechanical
football player fighting terminators.
It was like Ron Burgundy was co¬
ordinating the telecast. At the outset of
the second half, Pam Oliver referred
to the red zone as the “green zone.”
Alright Pam, take it easy. You are sup¬
posed to be a professional and you are
so sauced you can’t see colors. I’m Pam
Oliver?
At one point, during the end of
the third quarter (right when things
began to finally get interesting), FOX
panned away from the field of play and
spent a good eight seconds zoomed
in on a bushel of browning bananas.
The Giants were cramping up and in
search of potassium, but one could
just hear Buck and Aikman up in the
box: “scotch, scotch, scotch, we love
scotch.”
You think you had a sweet Super
Bowl party? You should be disap¬
pointed you didn’t get the invite to the
throw-down at the FOX network.
I will take away two enduring im¬
ages from Super Bowl XLII and no,
neither image is of a bunch of brown¬
ing bananas.
The first is of Eli Manning miracu¬
lously emerging from a group of sackhungry Patriots, perhaps, in the same
action, symbolically surfacing from
a womb of mediocrity and lost-littleboy-hood into the world of men, and
throwing a bomb to David Tyree, who
completed a fantastic catch by pinning
the ball against his helmet.
The second image is of Plaxico
Bun-ess, running a perfect slant-andgo route and then scoring the winning
touchdown.
My heart sank.
I think some part of all of us want¬
ed to see perfection. The Patriots were
the best team in football, perhaps the
best team of all time, and it appeared
preordained that they would be victo¬
rious. Whether we loved or hated the
Patriots, it had come this far and his¬
tory seemed inevitable. We wanted to
be watching.
But the Patriots lost, 17-14. Those
who legitimately believed that the Gi¬
ants would win and predicted a G-Men
victory for reasons other than individu¬
ality exalted in their intellectual and
perhaps prophet-seeking superiority.
The other 98 percent of the nation ex¬
perienced shock. I felt robbed.
Few will remember that the Giants
won Super Bowl XLII, just that the Pa¬
triots lost. 18-1, that is their legacy.
As we enter the most awkward
sporting period of the year, the dol¬
drums of spectator athletics, with noth¬
ing significant to look forward to until
March Madness, the majority of us will
be forced to stew over the Super Bowl,
reevaluating what we actually know
about sports.
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SCRU
Let Us
Enlighten You!
Our salon offers cutting edge high¬
lighting technology. A system that
lets us highlight and color your hair
simultaneously in a single salon
service.

Blazing Highlighting

and Color System leaves your hair
conditioned, silky, and filled with
shimmering highlights. Call for an
appointment today.

Campus Cutters
48 Central Avenue
Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 786-3363
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Men 3-0 Last Week Hangover
)t pati§>tubent
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AVI MINDER
STAFF WRITER

MAC KING

The men’s basketball team took
tremendous strides in validating them¬
selves among the NESCAC elite this past
week. A 3-0 start to a five-game home
stretch improved their record to an im¬
pressive 13-5, .winning 13 of the last 15
games. Just as important, two of the
three wins this past week came against
NESCAC opponents as the Bobcats bol¬
stered their in-conference record to 3-2,
greatly improving their chances of mak¬
ing the NESCAC tournament.
Bates began their home stretch Tues¬
day night by hosting the 8-7 St. Joseph
Monks. Holding a 40-34 halftime lead
the garnet men played inspired ball in
the second half, beating the Monks to
loose balls and playing inspired, tough
pressure defense. Bates seemed dedi¬
cated to taking the ball to the hole, a
strategy that paid off as they shot above
62 percent from the field in the second
half, winning the game handily 84-69Brian Ellis ’ll and Chris Wilson TO
lead the Bobcats with 20 and 17 points
respectively, while sophomore Jimmy
O’Keefe came one rebound shy of a
double-double with 10 points and 9 re¬
bounds.
Friday night Wesleyan took their
6-11 record up to Alumni. The Cardi¬
nals represent the type of weaker team
the Bobcats must beat in order to make
the NESCAC tournament. Bates knew
the importance of the game and came
out strong, jumping out to a 43-27 first
half lead. Chris Wilson led the way
with 18 points and Co-Captain Bryan
Wholey ’08 played a superb all-around
game with 17 points and 8 assists. Bates
dominated the boards 35-21 en route to
an 85-60 pummeling. Bates was lights
out the entire game, shooting 54 per¬
cent from the floor, 96 percent from the
line and a whopping 57 percent from
behind the arc.
The Wesleyan game proved a good
warm-up for Saturday’s big match-up
against the powerful Connecticut Col¬
lege Camels. The 15-3 Camels came
into the game with an explosive lineup
that had been beating opponents by a
lot. Early on, the garnet men looked
overmatched as the Camels came out of
the gates hot, but the score stayed close
See MEN’S HOOPS, page 8
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Sophomore Chris Wilson pulls up for a jumper in a Bobcat victory. Wilson scored 17 points, this week, in a game against
St. Joseph’s.

Tracksters Take
First in Nailbiter
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

The men’s indoor track team came
in first place this past Saturday at the
USM Invitational, in what was a very
close and exciting meet. Edging out
USM by just four points, the fate of the
Bobcats, rested on the 4x800m relay,
which was the last event. The mem¬
bers of the relay team - Joe Musso ’ll,
Kevin McDonald ’ll, Tim Natriello '09
and Andrew Percy ’08 - needed only
to finish third or better to secure the
Bates win, and it was Andrew Percy
’08 as the anchor leg who sealed the
deal for the Bobcats.
The relay was just one exciting
event on the day. Bates’ dominant
core of throwers had another day
of great performances. In the 35-lb
weight throw, Bates claimed the first
through sixth spots. Noah Gauthier
’08, who has already secured his spot
at Nationals, was first for Bates with
a throw of 59’8.25”, followed by Rich
McNeil TO (53T1.75”), Mark Liu TO
(497.25”), Matt Lopez ’08 (49’5.75”),
Chris Murtagh ’ll (467.5”) and Doug
Goulding Tl(4l’.5”).
In the sprints, Ryan Quinn ’ll and
Carlos Castro TO finished third and
fourth respectively in the 400m dash,
with times of 52.68 and 53-10 sec¬
onds. Senior Co-Captain John Miley
finished third in the 600m in just 1:27.
Miley and Brett Epler ’ll also made
the 55m hurdle finals. This was the
first of eight total events for Epler.
The 4x400m relay was also an ex¬
citing event, as Bates lead for all four
legs until a first-year from USM, Corri
Gobi, ran a surprisingly speedy split
of 49 seconds to barely beat Quinn
’ll, in a tight finish (3:30.71-3:30.76).
In the distance events, Bates
turned in some solid performances as
both Tim McCall ’08 and Ben Taska
’ll ran 5k personal records. In the
3k, Doug Brecher TO finished third in
9,: 10 and Dillon Tung ’09 came in fifth t

with a time of 9:18. In the second heat
of the 3k, Peter Gurney led the entire
race by himself and managed to place
tenth overall.
A vital part of the Bates mid¬
distance team was out due to injury,

including Griffin Stabler TO, Michael
Watson ’09 and Co-Captain CJ Mur¬
ray ’09, so it was necessary for one
of the younger runners to step up to
the plate in these events. This week,

Men’s
Nordic
Takes

See FOUR POINT VICTORS, page 8

Seventh
NATALIE RUPPERTSBERGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Senior Noah Gauthier winds up in the 35-lb weight throw. Gauthier placed first in
the event for the Bobcats.

The men’s Nordic team was able
to put together some strong finishes
despite challenging waxing condi¬
tions on Friday and Saturday at the
UVM Carnival in Stowe, Vt.
In Friday’s 10k classic race, Sam
Evans-Brown was able to hang with
the leaders to finish 12th overall with
a time of 30:09.5. Next for the Bob¬
cats was junior Tim Whiton in 22nd
place followed closely by juniors Dy¬
lan Mogk (25th) and Sylvan Ellefson
(27th) and sophomore Harry Poole in
29th. The men’s performance placed
them fifth out of 11 teams.
Saturday brought high winds and
sleet to the open field where the race
was held, but the team was not de¬
terred.
“You don’t see this kind of wind in
the East very often,” said sophomore
Brandon Cooper of Aspen, Colo. “I’m
stoked.” Brandon proceeded to take
third for the team, placing 22nd over¬
all.
Sprinting to 12th place was Mogk,
while Elefson took 15th place.
Theteam as a whole finished sev¬
enth, their first time finishing out of
the top-five this season. Next up will
be the Dartmouth Carnival, held in
Hanover, NH, next weekend.

MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

It was one of those
games that forced you to draw into
question your fanhood. Everything I
thought I knew and understood about
the world of sports came crashing
down on top of me with the force of
Justin Tuck, leaving me emotionally
and intellectually slow to get up. Like
the first time you beat your father in
something, the first time you realized
you weren’t going to play short stop
for your favorite professional base¬
ball franchise, the first time your best
friend stood you up for a girl, Super
Bowl XLII left me feeling sadly human
and inadequate.
I rooted against the Patriots for
18 games in a row. Actually, I rooted
against the Patriots for six years. Since
that first New England Super Bowl vic¬
tory in 2002 sparked an NFL dynasty,
crowning Belichick Shogun, I have
cheered passionately against the Pats.
But last night something changed.
After reading and watching the
abundance of Super Bowl previews
and listening to the plethora of debate
raging among my peers in the weeks
building up to the game, I reached the
decision sometime mid-way through
the first quarter that I was rooting for
the Patriots. I not only admitted this sin
to myself, but I eagerly volunteered my
newly found allegiance to any and all
of those willing to listen. I wanted to
see New England absolutely obliterate
the Giants.
There was something symbolically
cyclical about Super Bowl XLII, both
for me personally and the sport of
football. I began my maturation as a
serious sports fan during the Patriots’
aforementioned first Super Bowl vic¬
tory over the Rams. They were double¬
digit underdogs, a team that barely
made the playoffs, facing a hardened,
talent-laden football dynasty with a
high-octane offense. Six years later
things had come full circle. The Giants
were the Patriots of 2007, the Rams
stayed home and New England was the
evil empire.
I began to wonder: if I had entered
sports fan puberty during the Pats’ first
Super Bowl victory, would this most
recent defeat mark a regression in my
maturation? Did New England’s loss
symbolize the end of an epoch? Was
this the NFL’s equivalent of Germanic
tribes sacking Rome?
Super Bowl XLII left all fans, re¬
gardless of their allegiance, wondering,
“What happened?”
The Patriots were perfect. 18-0.
They had beaten a slew of what were
supposed to be significantly better
teams, often handedly. With the most
prolific offense in anyone’s recent
memory coupled with an unheralded
fourth-ranked defense, the Patriots
were breaking records and posting
numbers incomprehensible to most
fans of the game. How in the name
of Super Slow Motion Replay (FOX is
an absolutely ridiculous television net¬
work and should be stripped of their
rights to broadcast games, more on
this later) did they lose to the Giants?
From both a football and an enter¬
tainment perspective, it was a bizarre
game. The first three quarters had the
contest looking like the most boring
Super Bowl in anyone’s recent memory.
7-3? No wonder Jeremy Shockey opted
to watch, beer in hand, from a box
above the fray instead of on the field
with his teammates. At least he could
watch the commercials from his perch.
Or change the channel. Who knew this
game would be such a snoozer?
The first time the Patriots played
the Giants it was a fast-paced, highadrenaline shoot-out. This game was
different. Who could have predicted
it would happen this way? Who could
have predicted that with 6:12 to play
in the first quarter Brady wouldn’t
have touched the ball? That Tom
Petty would elect to close with “Run¬
ning Down a Dream” instead of “Mary
Jane’s Last Dance” or “Don’t Do Me
Like That?” Who could have predicted
that 19 of the Pats’ first 41 plays from
scrimmage would be for zero or nega¬
tive yardage?
A few seconds before kick-off, the
always prosaic Joe Buck uttered his
opening line of the night: “finally: foot¬
ball.” Yet, even that eloquence wasn’t
quite accurate. “Finally: pandemo¬
nium” might have better summed up
what was to follow.
See 18-1, page 9
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